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SUNDAY FEBRUARY 16, 2025 |ExOwvov A’ 1st Morning Gospel ["Hyog a” Tone 1

The Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Today’s Gospel reading presents us with one of the most moving parables of our Lord, the Parable of the Prodigal Son

(Luke 15:11-32). It is a story of repentance, mercy, and the limitless love of God. A young man, blinded by pride and self-
indulgence, demands his inheritance and departs from his father’s house. He wastes everything in reckless living and soon
finds himself destitute, feeding pigs, starving, and alone. In his brokenness, he remembers the goodness of his father and
makes the most important decision of his life: he will return home.

What happens next is extraordinary. While the son is still far off, his father sees him and runs to meet him. This single
moment reveals the very heart of God. The father does not wait for his son to reach him, nor does he demand explanations
or restitution. He runs, embracing him before a single word is spoken. In the culture of that time, for an elderly man to run
was considered undignified, but love does not consider appearances. The father, filled with joy, clothes his son in the finest
robe, places a ring on his finger, and orders a feast to be prepared. This is not just a return; it is a full restoration. It is the
divine message of hope that no matter how far we have fallen, our Father in Heaven is always ready to welcome us home.
Saint John Chrysostom tells us: “Do not let the weight of your sins drag you into despair. The devil’s greatest deception is
to make us believe that we are beyond God’s mercy. But our Father is not only willing to forgive—He runs to embrace us!”
How often do we allow shame or fear to keep us away from God? How many times do we delay repentance because we
believe we are unworthy? Yet, the message of today’s Gospel is clear: no one is beyond the mercy of God. True repentance
is not about earning back God’s love—it is simply the decision to turn back toward Him. Saint Basil the Great teaches,
“Repentance is not just regret for the past but a transformation of the heart and life.”

Yet, there is another figure in this parable who speaks to us: the older son. He has remained faithful, working for his father
all these years, but when he sees his lost brother being welcomed with such joy, he is filled with resentment. He refuses to
enter the house and share in the celebration. How often do we, too, fall into this trap? How often do we forget that
salvation is not about what we have earned but about the generosity of God’s grace? The father goes out to this son as well,
pleading with him to understand that love and mercy should always bring joy, never resentment. If we truly wish to have
the heart of the Father, we must rejoice whenever a soul returns to Him.

This parable is a direct invitation to each of us. Some of us are like the prodigal son, in need of repentance and the courage
to return. Others may be like the older brother, struggling to embrace the fullness of God’s mercy. Wherever we find
ourselves, the call is the same: the Father is waiting. The doors of His house are open. The Church, through the Sacrament
of Confession and the Holy Eucharist, is ready to embrace all who turn back with sincerity. The season of Great Lent is
approaching—a time of renewal, a time of homecoming.

Our Lord gives us this parable so that no one may despair. No matter how lost we feel, God’s love is greater than our sins.
The Father says of the prodigal son, “For this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” (Luke 15:24).
This is the joy of repentance, the miracle of restoration. No one is too far gone. No one is beyond hope. The only question
is: will you arise and return?
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H onuepwviy Evayyehikn stepikonn) pag @epvel avupetwovg pe mn Pabid kat ovykivntikn Iapafoin tov Aowtov Yov (Aovk. 15:11-
32). Eivar pia 10topia emoTpo@ng, OLYXWPEONS KAl TNG ATMEPNG aAyarnng tov Ogov. O ACWTOg VIOG, TAPACVPUEVOS A0 TNV
vrepn@avela kat v embupia g eAevBepiag, {NTA TV TEPOVOIA TOU KAl PEVYEL HAKPIA. ZAATAAA TA JTTAVIA OTNV AUAPTIa Kot
ovvtoua Ppioketat eEaBMmpEVOC, TEWVACTUEVOS KAl HOVoG. 21N SuoTtuyia Tov, Bupdtal Tnv KaAOoUVN TOV TTATEPA TOL KOl ATTOPATideEL
Va emMoTpEPeEL.

Tote BAémovpe TN peyalelmdn eikova g ayamng tov O@cov. O matepag Tov TPEXEL VA TOV TTPOUTTAVTIOEL. AEV TOV A@TVEL va ENynoel,
Sev Tov {14 va mAnpwoel o Tipnua twv Aabwv tov. Tov aykahiadel, Tov Qpopa TNV KaAUTePT GTOAT], Tov divel SayTuAidt e€ovoiag kat
etoudadel yopt. O Aylog Imavvng o Xpvodotopog Aget: “Mnv aprvelg to fApog TV AUAPTIOV OV VA O KPATA LAKPLA AItd ToV Oeo.
O TTatépag pag o1 pdvo ouyympei—tpéxel va pag aykaiiaoel!” O S1dffolog pag Bélet onv amoyvwaon, aAAd o Xp1otog pag Béler ot
petdvola.

Amtd v A\, vtdpyet katl o peyahutepog aded@og. Evod ftav stavta SimAa otov mateépa Tov, 0tav BAETEL T Xapd Yid TV T0TPOPT
oV adeAPov Tov, apveltal va ovppetaocyel. Kieltvetat otnv mkpia tov. Mnnwg ki epeic moAeg popég Sexvape OTL 1 ayasn tov Ogov
etvar Swpo kar o1 avtapoifn; O Aylog Baoiielog o Méyag pag Sidaoket: “H ainbiv) petavola dev eivarl puovo OAyn yia to mtapeAbov,
QAN LETALOPP®OT TNE kKapdiag kat tng ong.”

H ExxAnoia pag kaiel va unv avapdirovpue v emotpo@r] pag. O Oedg pag mepipével Tavta, ol IOPTES NG LETAVOLAS EIVAL AVOLYTEG
kat 1 Meydin Teooapakootr] eivat 1) LeYAAn pag evkaipia va yvpiocovue kovtd Tov. 'Oco xapévor kK1 av viwBoupe, o ITatépag pag Aéet:
“O V106G POV 0VTOG VEKPOG NTO, KAl avednoe: Kal AtoAWAIG 1To, kot gvpédn.” (Aovk. 15:24). Mnv agnoeig v gukaipia va xabei. O
IMatépag oe mepipével. Oa EMOTPEYEILG;



KYPIAKH: Kvpuwaki] 100 Acwtov
ITapgilov Maptupog kai ol ovv alT®
Ayrog PAafravog Iatpiapyng Kovotaviivoumolewg

Ayiog Pwiavog o véog Ogloudiptupag

SUNDAY: Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Pamphilios the Martyr & his Companions
Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople

Romanos the Younger

AntoAvTtikiov Avaa'tamuov "Hyoc o’.
To0 AiBov oppayobevtog Lo TRV Tovdaiwv,
Kat orpomo)rwv (PLAAOOOVTIWV TO By pavidv oov
oWpa, Aveog TPHepPog Zwtnp, SwpPovUEVOg
@ KOouWw TV Cnv. Ala o010 at Avvapueig tv
oupavwv Efowv ool Zwodotar Aota i)
avaotdoel oov Xpote, 8oga tfj facireiq oov,
80&a tfj olkovouia oov, pudéve GrAGvOpwe.

A:zto)\vumov TWv Kekouévwv. ong A &
Mviobnm Kople, wg ayabog tol_ (tiig, TWV)
Sov)\ov (BovAng, 6ovAwY) oov, kat doa €v Plw
Apaptev  (fuaptey, paprov) OUYX®PNOOV-
oULSerg Yap avapdptrog, el un v 6 duvauevog,
kat T (TA, Totg) usmomvu (uetaotaon,
uetaotdot) So0van v avamavoy.

Amolvtikiov 100 Naod. "Hyog &

Tov 00pav1o)v oTpatv  ApXloTpaTNYOL,
dvowmodpev oudg nustg ol ava&ol va Talg
Uuwv Senoeol, telonte Nudg, okémn TV
mepvywv Tr]g avAov Uuwv 80&ng, ppovpolveg
Nudg mpoomintovtag, Ektevig Kat Bowvrag Ex
TV KIvoUvev Avtpooacte Audg, wg Taliapyan
TV Ave AvvAapemv.

Kov'wuaov. To0 Tp1w810v ong Y.
Tfg matpwag, 86&ng oov, AnooKiptnoag
&ppovme, &V Kakolg £0KOpTTIOQ, OV HOL
nap£dwkag modtov: 66ev oot v tol Acwtov,
PNV Kpavydlw: "Hpaptov Evomov gov HaTsp
olxtippov, 8e€a pe petavoolvta, kot oinoov
ue, we Eva tv wobiwv oov.

Resurrectional Apolytikion.Mode 1.
The stone having been sealed by the Pharisees
and chief priests, and Your all-immaculate
bodybeing guarded by soldiers, You rose on the
thirdday, O Lord and Savior, granting life unto
theworld. Then the powers of the heavens cried
outto You, O Giver of Life, and shouted, “Glory
to Your resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Your
eternal rule! Glory to Your plan for saving us,
only benevolent God!”

Apolytikion for the Departed. Tone
Plagal 4th
Remember, O Lord, as Yor are Good, your
servant(s), and forgive every sin he (she,they)
have committed in this life. For no one is
sinless, except You, Who have power to grant
rest to those who have fallen asleep.

Apolytikion of the Church. Tone 4

O Chief Commanders of the heavenly armies, we
the unworthy now entreat you in earnest, to
fortify us by your supplications to the Lord, and
shelter us beneath the wings of your spiritual
glory, guarding us who run to you and fervently
entreat you: As the Commanders of the hosts on
high, rescue us faithful from dangers of every
kind.

Kontakion.From TriodionMode 3.
I revolted senselessly out of Your fatherly
glory; I have squandered sinfully all of the riches
You gave me. Hence to You, using the
Prodigal’s words, I cry out, I have sinned before
You, merciful loving Father. O receive me in
repentance, I pray, and treat me as one of Your
hired hands.

ays be humble and gentle.
tient with each other, making
nce for each other’s faults
of your love.

-Ephesians 4:2




IIpoxeiuevov.
oov €@’ Nuag, kaBdamep NAioapev £m o¢.
2tiy. AyadadoBe, Sikawol, €v Kupiw: tolg eUBeol mpémel
atveaig.
IIpog KopwOiovg A" EmietoAfig Haviov A" Kop 6:12 — 20
Adehpol, mdvta pol £€eomv, AA\' OU TTAVTIA OULUPEPEL
mavta pot €€eoty, AAA oUK €ywm €EovolacBbnooual Umo
TIVOG. TA Ppopata Tfj KQIAA kar ) koia Tolg %p(buacnv o
Oe Beog ka1l TavtVv kot Tadta kgrapynoet. To de olua o |
) mopvelq, @a 1@ Kupiw, kar 6 Kvplog 1@ oopartt O de
Oeog kau tov Kuplov Ayepe ko Nudg €€eyepel Sua Thg
Suvauemg autol. oUk oldate OT1 Ta oouata VUV pHEAN
Xpwotol €omv; @pag oUv ta péAn 100 XpotoU momow
TOPVNG HEAN; Un) Yévorto. f) oUk oldate OTL O KOAM®UEVOS
™) mopvl) €v oWua €omv; Eoovtan ydp, @notv, ol 8vo eig
oapka ptav: 0 6e koMwpevog @ Kuplw Ev mvelua €oti
@evyete v mopvelav. m@v Auaptua O €av mowon |
AvOpwog €ktog T00 0OUATOG 0TIV, O O€ TTOPVEVWYV ELg TO
{8y oWpa auaptavel. fj ovk oidate 6Tt T0 gWua VPGV
vaog 100 &v uulv Ayipv Ilvevpatog €otv, oU €xete Ao
OeoU, ka1 oUk _€ote cavt®v; RyopacOnte yap tufg
Sotdoate 6n Tov Oeov €v TQ) owpatt VUGV KAl &V TR
mvevuatt VuWv, dtiva ot 100 Oeol.

Ex 100 Kara Aovkdv 15:11-32 Elayyeliov 1o
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Elnev 0 Kopog myv_mapafornyv tadmyv: avBpwnog g
elye 800 viovg. kat elmtev O vewtepog AUTWV T Tatpi:
matep, 80¢ pot to empPariov pepo}g\ﬂ]g ouatag. kat Sietaey
autolg Tov Piov. kol per ol moAag Apépag ovvayaywv
Gravta O vemtepog vlog AMESNUNOEY EIG XWPAV HAKPAY,
kar exel Sieokopmoe v oUolav autol (Wv, AoWTWG,
Samaynqavtog 8¢ autod mayta €yévero Anog loyvpog
KAt TNV Yopav gkeivny, kal autog fipéato votepelabar.
kot sopevbelg €xkoAnOn Evi tWv oAtV Thg Xwpag
€kelvng, kol Emepypev altov elg tovg Aypouvg autol
Bookew xoipovg. kau emebiper yepioa mv kohiay autod
aro TWv kepatipv Wv ooy ol yolpot, kal oudelg £6i6ov
auTt®. elg €avtov 6e ENBwv elte: oot piobot ol matpde
pov meplooevovoly Aptev, _€ym O Au® AmoAvual!
AvaoTag TopevooHAL TPOG TOV TATEPA MOV K £pW) aUTR"
ATEP, NUAPTOV €LG TOV OUPAVOV KA EVAOIIOV GOV. OUKETL
elut G&log kAnBfjvan viog gov: moingdv pe wg Eva v
moBimy gov. ko avagtag NABe mpog Tov matépa autod.
€nt 6e autol pakpav ameyovrtog eldev aUtov O maTnp
autol ko EomAayyvioln, kat Spapwv Enémeoev €m Tov
TpdynAov alTtol ka1 kate@iAnoev autdv. eigte 8e alT O
vlog” martep, fuaptov elg Tov oUPAvVoOV KAl EVOIOV 00U,
kat oUkén el d€log kANBvat vidg oov. elme 8¢ 6 matnp
7Ppog Tovg JovAoLg aUTOU" EEevéykate TNV OTOANV TNy
POV KAt evévoarte altdv, kal d0te SakTvAov elg TV,
¥e€lpa avtol_ kot Umodnuata g’Lg Toug modag, kAl
EVEYKAVTEG TOV LOOYOV TOV O1TELTOV BVoATE, KAl PAYOVTES
euPpavbuey, OTL oUTEG O vIOG HOL vekpog NV Ko
avenoe, kal QmOAWA®G Nv _kar eupéln. xar Ap&avto
eu@paiveotar. "Hv 8e O viog avtol O mpeofitepog v
aypw- ko Wg Epyopevog  flyyloe T oixiq, nkovoe
OLUPMVIAG KAl YopWV, KAl TTIPOOKAAEOAUEVOS Eva TV
madwv €mvvBaveto T €ln tadta. 6 e elmev alT® 6T O
a8eApog oov rikel kau £Bvoev Q TATHP GOV TOV HOTXOV TOV
o1tevTov, 6T Lylaivovta autoy anméhafev. WpyioOn Se kax
oUk ffelev eloedbelv. 6 ouv mamp autol &EeABwV
mapekdAel autov. 6 8e Amokpiberg elme @ matpt iSov
tooa0ta €t JovAeVw ©ol Kat oUSEMOTE EVIOAV GOUL
napfABov, ka1 uot oUBENoTe E8wkag Epipov tva peta Ty
eAwv pov elEpavl®: Ote dg O vlog gov outog, O
Kata@aywv oov tov_ Bilov peta mopv@v, NABev, €Bvoag
aUTQ® TOV HOOYXOV TOV OITEVTOV. O O elmey aUTR" TEKVOV,
ov mavtote pet _€uol el, kau mavia ta €ua od €oTv
evppavbiivar 8g kar xapfjvar £€8e1, 0L O A8eApog oov,
ot")'rqg vekpog Nv kal avednoe, kalr QIOAWA®WG NV kat
eupEO.

TH)éog a’. Waluoc 32. Tévorro, Kipie, 10 Eledg _
a

Prokeimenon. Mode 1. Psalm 32. Let Your mercy, O
Lord, be upon us, as we hope in You.

Verse: Rejoice greatly in the Lord, O righteous ones;
praise is fitting for the upright.

The reading is_ from Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians. 1 Cor. 6:12 — 20

Timothy, my son, you have observed my teaching, my
conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my
love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, my
sufferings, what befell me at Antioch, at Iconion, and
at Lystra, what persecutions I endured; yet from
them all the Lord rescued me. Indeed all who desire
to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
while evil men and impostors will go on from bad to
worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you,
continue in what you have learned and have firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how
from childhood you have been acquainted with the
sacred writings which are able to instruct you for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

The Gospel According to Luke 15:11-32

The Lord said this parable: “There was a man who had
two sons; and the younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.’
And he divided his living between them. Not many days
later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his
property in loose living. And when he had spent
everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he
began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one
of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields
to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly
with the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and
to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go
to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinne
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to
be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.’
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet
at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and
ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the
father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe,
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us
eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to make
merrg. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came
and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.
And he called one of the servants and asked what this
meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has
received him safe and sound.” But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him,
but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you
never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my
friends. But when this son of yours came, who has
devoured fyour living with harlots, you killed for him the
fatted calf!” And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with
me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make
merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is
alive; he was lost, and is found.”



SYNAXARION

Feb. 17 ~ St. Therodore the Tyro; St. Mariamne, sister of St. Philip

Feb. 18 ~ St. Leo the Pope of Rome, St. Agapetus the Confessor

Feb. 19 ~ St. Philemon, Archippos of the 70; St. Philothei, Martyr of Athens
Feb. 20 ~ St. Leo, Bishop of Catania; St. Agathus, Pope of Rome

Feb. 21 ~ St. Timothy the Righteous; St. John Il of Constantinople

Feb. 22 ~ Relics of Martyrs Eugenius, Thalassius, and Baradatus*
*denotes Saturday of Souls

MONDAY

Join us in honoring Clean Monday
by ying the Great Compline

B MARCH 3, 2025
fe) 7:00pPm

Presentation by the Rev. Nikolaos Tsagarakis
“Fasting, Is It Significant in Today’s Society”
Lenten Spread hosted by the AMC Ladies Philoptochos

EVENTS
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GRADE SCHOOL SESSION

IEATENUEI' mvs FOR IJI.\’ 4 HOUDAY)
WEEK
WEEK 3 JOLY 1418

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM - 3:30PM
OPEN TO GRADES 1-6

GRADERS MAY BE COUNSELORS W
TRANING 10 EARN COMMUNITY SERUICE

Saturdays of Souls:
February 22, March 1, and March 8
Please call the Church office to order a small bowl of koliva.

Feb. 20th ~ Greek School PTA Tsiknopempti Event
Feb. 27th ~ Philoptochos Event

March 3rd ~ Clean Monday (Office Closed)
Evening Compline Service, followed by Lecture

March 11th ~ AMC Blood Drive

April 5th ~ Lenten Retreat
April 27th ~ Greek School Glendi

MEMORIALS

7 Years for Andreas Frangiskatos
13 Years for Styliani Drenis

May their Memory be Eternal!

If you, or someone you know, would like a home, hospital,
or nursing home visit, please call the Church office to schedule
an appointment with Fr. John or Fr. Nikolaos.

GREEK PARADE

- Celebrating the 204th Anniversary ———
of Hellenic Independence

“GREECE: The Birthplace of Democracy
& Strategic Partner of America”

SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 2025 - 1:30 PM

FIFTH AVENUE * NEW YORK CITY « 64™ TO 79™ STREET

FEDERATION OF HELLENIC SOCIETIES OF GREATER NEW YORK
22-51 29th Street, Astoria, NY 11105 * 718.204.6500
= nyhellenicsocieties@gmail.com

www.nycgreekparade.org

@FederationNY REGISTER

@NYGreekParade ONLINE

[.enten Retreat

April 5, 2025 at 10:30 am
Angeliades Fellowship Hall
S gl Lancliwordl be served
Guest Lecturer: Dr. Jeannie Constantinou

Eugenia Constantinou holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Religious Studies
(1980) and a Master of Arts degree in Practical Theology from the
University of San Diego (1992). She received a Master of Theology

degree from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in 1996

where she specialized in Orthodox Theology and Patristics. She also

received a Master of Theology from Harvard Divinity School in 1998

where she specialized in the New Testament.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION TO FOLLOW




