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Whenever we experience guilt and shame because of something we have done wrong, we need to ask ourselves a question. Do we feel
that way because we are sorrowful that we have disobeyed God or because we cannot stand being less than perfect in our own eyes or
those of others? The first kind of humiliation is spiritually beneficial and may lead to repentance, but the second kind is simply a form of
pride that easily paralyzes us in obsessive despair. At this point in our lives, most of us probably experience some mixture of these two
types of shame. As we grow closer to Christ, the first must increase and the second must decrease.

When we wonder if there is hope for the healing of our souls in
this way, we should remember St. Mary of Egypt. She stands as a
brilliant icon of how to repent from even the most shameful sins.
Mary experienced a healthy form of guilt when her eyes were
opened to how depraved she had become through her life of
addiction to perverse sexual pleasure. Through the intercessions
and guidance of the Theotokos, she venerated the Holy Cross at
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher and received Communion on
her way to decades of ascetical struggle in the desert. When the
monk Zosima stumbled upon her almost 50 years later, he was
amazed at her holiness. He saw this holy woman walk on water
and rise up off the ground in prayer, but like all the saints she
knew only her own sins and perpetual need for the Lord’s mercy.

Perhaps what makes St. Mary of Egypt’s story such a beautiful
icon of true repentance is that she was genuinely humble before
God. She was not sorrowful for her sin out of a sense of wounded
pride, obsessive self-centered guilt, or fear of what others
thought of her. Instead, she said earnestly to the Theotokos “Be
my faithful witness before your Son that I will never again defile
my body by the impurity of fornication, but as soon as I have
seen the Tree of the Cross I will renounce the world and its
temptations and will go wherever you will lead me.” And she did
precisely that, abandoning all that she had known for the long
and difficult journey that led to the healing of her soul. Her focus
was completely on doing whatever it took to reorient her life
toward God, to purify her desires so that she would find true
fulfillment in Him.

Today the Orthodox Church calls us all to follow her example of
repentance, regardless of the details of how we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed. By commemorating a notorious sex
addict who became a great saint, we proclaim that no sin is so
shameful that we cannot repent of it. An honest look at our lives,
as we should all take during Lent, dredges up shame and regret
in various forms. St. Mary of Egypt reminds us to accept humbly
the truth about our failings as we confess our sins, call for the
Lord’s mercy, and do what is necessary to find healing. Her
example reminds us not to be paralyzed by prideful obsessions
that block us from being freed from slavery to our passions. Even
her depraved way of life did not exclude St. Mary of Egypt from
acquiring remarkable holiness.

If she did not let a perverse form of pride deter her from finding
salvation, then no one should be ashamed to kneel before Christ
in humility. The Savior did not reject her and He will not reject
us when we come to Him as she did.

In today’s gospel text, James and John related to Christ in a very
different way, for they wanted the best positions of power when
He came into His Kingdom. The Lord challenged their prideful
delusions by reminding the disciples that humility, not self-
exalation, is the way to life eternal. He said “For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life
a ransom for many.” How shocking that today we celebrate
honest, humble repentance from a woman with a truly
scandalous past while some of the men closest to Christ in His
earthly ministry think only of getting worldly power for
themselves.

Perhaps the key difference is that St. Mary of Egypt got over
obsession with herself. Instead of assuming that she was
“damaged goods” for whom there was no hope, she humbly died
to self by taking up her cross. Indeed, her repentance began in
the context of venerating the Holy Cross at the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher. The rest of her journey required profound faith,
sacrifice, and courage. To undo with God’s help the harm that
she had done to herself through years of debauchery must have
been incredibly difficult. But sustained by the Lord’s mercy and
the intercessions of the Theotokos, that is precisely what she did
over the remaining decades of her life.

Today, so near the end of Lent and only a week from Palm
Sunday, we see that this is the path we must take also. In order
to follow it, we must not be paralyzed in prideful shame about
anything we have said, thought, done, or otherwise experienced
or participated in at any point in our lives. Instead, we must have
the brutal honesty and deep humility of St. Mary of Egypt, a
woman with a revolting past who became a shining beacon of
holiness. That is how she found healing for her soul and it is how
we will find healing for ours also. The good news of this season is
that the Lord makes such blessedness possible for us all through
His Cross, His descent into Hades, and His glorious resurrection
on the third day. But in order to participate in the great mystery
of His salvation, we too must get over our pride, accept His
mercy, and actually repent. If St. Mary of Egypt could do that
with her personal history, we can too.
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Mode Plagal 1
As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, so the Word, who
was born from the Virgin for us. Let us praise Him, O
believers, and let us worship Him. For our salvation He was
pleased to be crucified in the flesh, and to undergo death,
and to resurrect the dead, by His glorious resurrection.

Mode Plagal 4
In you, O Mother, is preserved undistorted what was made
in the image of God; for taking up the cross, you followed
Christ and by example taught, that we should overlook the
flesh, since it passes away, and instead look after the soul,
since it is immortal. And therefore, O devout Mary, your
spirit rejoices with the angels.

Mode Plagal 4
Remember, Lord, as the Good One, your servants, and
forgive them in whatever they have sinned in life. No one is
without sin, except for you the Mighty One, and show rest
to the departed.

Mode 4
O Chief Commanders of the heavenly armies, we the
unworthy now entreat you in earnest, to fortify us by your
supplications to the Lord, and shelter us beneath the wings
of your spiritual glory, guarding us who run to you and
fervently entreat you: As the Commanders of the hosts on
high, rescue us faithful from dangers of every kind.

Mode Plagal 4

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with
the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not
ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you
with faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to
supplication, O Theotokos who protect now and ever those
who honor you.

Heb. 9:11-14

Brethren, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good
things to come, then through the greater and more perfect
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he
entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood
of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus securing an
eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons
with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a
heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
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Mk. 10:32—-45

At that time, Jesus took his twelve disciples, and he began
to tell them what was to happen to him, saying, “Behold, we
are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be
delivered to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will
condemn him to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; and
they will mock him, and spit upon him, and scourge him,
and kill him; and after three days he will rise.” And James
and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him, and
said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we
ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to
do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at
your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But
Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized
with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said
to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup
that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for
those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten
heard it, they began to be indignant of James and John.
And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know
that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great men exercise authority over
them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would
be great among you must be your servant, and whoever
would be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son
of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.
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SYNAXARION

April 21st- St. Alexandra the Empress
April 22nd - St. Theodore the Sykeote
April 23rd - St. George the Great Martyr
April 24th - St. Elizabeth the Wonderworker
April 25th - St. Mark, Evangelist & Apostle
April 26th- St. Glaphyra the Righteous
April 27th - St. Symeon the Holy Martyr
Saturday of St. Lazarus

LITURGIES

Monday, April 22nd
Great Compline 4PM

Tuesday, April 23rd
Great Compline 4 PM

Wednesday, April 24th
Presanctified Liturgy and Dialogues of Faith 6:45 PM

Thursday, April 25th
Great Compline 6:30PM | Palm Folding 7:30PM

Saturday of Lazarus. April 27th
with Archbishop Elpidophoros | Orthros 9am Liturgy 10am

Palm Sunday, April 28th
Orthros 7:15 AM, First Divine Liturgy 8:30 AM
Second Divine Liturgy 11:00 AM

MEMORIALS

Demetra Brountzas - 40 days
Anastasia Manos - 40 days
James Fengos - 6 months
Apostolos Cavounis - 9 months
Ioannis Petropoulos - 3 years
Dr. Emmanuel G. Pappous - 4 years
Family & Friends of Koutsourakis Family
Gregorios Papaporfiriou - 12 years
Athena Papaporfiriou - 30 years
May their memory be eternal!

EVENTS

Registration open for our summer Camp Hellas at AMC!

Please purchase your GOYA Luminary Candles for Good
Friday by April 28th. Easter Lambadas are on Sale at the
Pre-School. Easter Egg Hunt will be on Sunday May 5th.
HOPE will make Lazarakia Buns on April 27th 10:30am

Barre Exercise - Wednesdays - 9:30 am in the Piano Rm
Archangelos Dance Troupe Glendi May 11th

Young at Heart St. Michael Tour & Luncheon May 14th
JOY/GOYA Olympics - May 24-26th SCCC at Brentwood

Save the Date: AMC Panygiri - June 2nd
Save the Date: AMC Golf Outing - June 6th

PLEASE JOIN US FOR
FELLOWSHIP EVENT AS
THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL CHURCH
CELEBRATES
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