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Our All-Holy Lady, The Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary

This coming Saturday is the great feast of the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos. The Dormition (Kimisis)
1s the main feast of the Panagia and often even called the Pascha of the Summer. So please join us this
coming Saturday for the Liturgy, which is a Challenge Liturgy as well, and the Panageri to celebrate af-
ter. However, instead of speaking more about our upcoming socially distanced celebration, this week we
will look at a couple minor feast days of the Panagia before examining her primary feast next week.

The Conception of the Most Holy Theotokos by St Anna is celebrated by
the Church on December 9th. This also is one of the feast days that Anna’s cel-
ebrate. It also happens to be the celebration of the Righteous Hannah, the|
mother of Samuel who is a sort of prototype for St Anna. As we said when dis-
cussing the Panagia’s birth, her parents Joaquim and Anna were elderly and ac- ||
tually went to the very same cave that the Prophet Elijah (Elias) had lived in | £
order to prayer for conception. They were then blessed with their child without ||
an immaculate conception as some believe. Notice that the conception is De- |
cember 9th and birth September 8th. Saint John the Baptist also has a concep-
tion September 23rd and birth June 24th which is one day off of 9 months. This
1s to emphasize that although these are two monumental figures, only Christ -
was perfect and his annunciation and birth are exactly 9 months apart (March-Dec 25th).

The Holy Protection of the Theotokos is celebrated by our church on October 28th. This
commemorates all the times the Panagia has interceded on her faithful’s behalf throughout the
centuries . The October 28th date is actually unique to the Greeks because it corresponds with
Oxi Day when the Greeks refused to surrender to the Axis powers in WW2 (like many others
did), despite the overwhelming odds. The Greeks then secured the first victory by fighting off the
Fascist Italians before forcing Hitler to diverge manpower to Greece. Rather than being triumph-
alists, like us Greeks can be, we as the Church gave the credit to Our Lady’s intercession and
love for us by moving this celebration to Oxi Day. There were many accounts of Her interces-
sion. The original date, and the still current date, for most of the Orthodox world is October 1st,
commemorating her protection over the city of Constatinople from barbarians. The “O Champion
General” hymn of Akathist comes from this celebration.

The Belt (Zoni) of the Theotokos or the Placing of the Honorable Sash of the Most Holy
Theotokos is celebrated on August 31st which ends the calendar year of the Church. As we will discuss
next week, the Panagia’s body was assumed into heaven so we were not left with her relics. However,
we were left, intentionally, her sash or belt that was passed on through generations of Christians. We
celebrate on this feast the placing of her belt as one of the most holy relics in the world in a Church in
her honor. Today the Belt is maintained in the Holy Athonite Monastery of Vatopaidi.
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In birth, you preserved your virginity; in death,

you did not abandon the world, O Theotokos. As
mother of life, you departed to the source of life,
delivering our souls from death by your interces-
sions.

(Apolytikion of Dormition)

Kowmoet 16v k6cuov 00 katéhmeg Oeotoxe,
Metéotg mpog v Lonv, UNTp VITAPYOLGH TG
Cong, xoi taic mpeoPeiong taic caig Avtpovuévn,
ex BavATov Tag Yuyag nuUOVv.

(Amolvtikiov Koiunoig tiic "Yrepayiag)




YYNAEAPION
Tod ayiov Amootolv Matbiov kai Tod
Ayiog Tlatpdég nudv  Kovotavtivov,
Hatpwpxov Kovotaviivovndrews.  Tod
ayiov Evbupiov, MntpomoAitov Pddov.

SYNAXARION
We commemorate the holy Apostle Matthias
our Father among the Saints Constantine,
Patriarch of Constantinople. The Holy Hiero

-martyr  Euphthymios, Metropolitan of
Rhodes.

Amolvrikiov
EE dyovg katnibeg 0 gbomhayyvoc, Tapmv
Katedem Tpuiuepov, tva Nudg erevbepdong
tov mobdv. ‘H o kai 1 Avactacig nudv,
Kvpie 66&a oot

Amolvtikiov 1iic ‘EopTtiig
Metepopembng ev @ Oper Xpiote 0 ©gog,
deigag toig Mabntaig cov v 80&av cov,
kobwg ndvvavto. Aduyov kol Muiv, Toig
GUOPTOAOLC, TO @AC oov TO didov,
npecPeioang Mg OcotoOKOL, PMTOOOTA 80&&
ool.

Anolvtikiov Tov Tediepydv

Tav ovpaviov oTpatidv Apyiotpltnyot,
dvoonoduev LUAG NHE ol avasiot, tvo Tolg
VPGV OeNCECL, TEYIoNTE NUAS, OKETY TGOV
TTEPOY®V,  THG ablov VUGV 0&ng,
PpOLPODVTEG NUAG TPOCTIMTOVIAG, EKTEVOG
kot fodvrtag 'Ex tdv kvdhveov Avtpdooache
nuoc, og Taibpyor T®V dve Avvapemy.

ATOMTIKIOV AKOTEPIVIC
Meyoiopaptupog
v mavevpnuov  vopuenv  Xplotov
vuvioouev, Awotepivav v OBeiov kol
TOAOVYOV X, rﬁv Bonbelav nmuav oi
OVTIANYY, 0Tl EQUOCE  AOUTPOS, TOVG
Kopyovg tav acePfav, 100 Ilvedparog
noyaipa, xoi vov og Mdptug otepbeioa,
alteiton méol 16 péya Eleoc.

Kovtakov
Eni 100 Opovg petepopedbng, woi g
gxwpovv ot Mabnrai cov v 06&av Gov,
Xpoté 0 Oeog ebeaoavto, va otav o€ ot
otovpovpuevov, T0  pév  mabog  vorcwow
EKODOLOV, Td 3¢ KOOU® KNPOEWOLY, OTL GV
VILAPYELS a)m@mg, 10V [Tatpog 10 amavyacyo.

Apolytikion of Plagal Fourth Mode
From on high did You descend, O merciful
Lord, for us did you endure, three days in
the tomb, that we may be, released from pas-
sions in this world, You who are our resur-
rection and our life, Glory unto You O Lord.

Apolytikion of the Feast

Thou wast Transfigured on a mountain, O
Christ our God, showing to Thy disciples
Thy glory as each one could endure. Shine
forth Thou on us, who are sinners all, Thy
light ever—unending, through the prayers of
thf Theotokos. Light-bestower, glory to
Thee.

Hymn of the Archangels (4™ Mode)
Supreme Commanders of the Hosts of the
Heavens, * we, the unworthy, importune and
beseech you * that by your supplications ye
encircle us * in the shelter of the wings * of
your immaterial glory, * guarding us who
now fall down * and cry to you with fervor:
* Deliver us from dangers of all kinds, * as
;he hGreat Marshals of the heavenly hosts on

igh.

Apolytikion of Great Martyr Catherine
Let us praise the all-lauded and noble bride
of Christ, * the godly Catherine, the guardi-
an of Sinai and its defense, * who is also our
support and succor and our help; * for with
the Holy Spirit’s sword * she hath silenced
brilliantly the clever among the godless; *
and being crowned as a Martyr, she now
doth ask great mercy for us all.

Kontakion (Grave Mode)
You were transfigured upon the mount, O
Christ our God, and Your disciples, in so far as
they could bear beheld Your glory. Thus, when
they see You cruciﬁed, they may understand
Your voluntary passion, and proclaim to the
Woﬂd that You are truly the effulgence of the
Father.




Scrig)ture Readings
9th Sunday of Matthew
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St. Paul's Letter to the Corinthians 3:9-17 o .
Brethren, we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. According to the

race of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is

uilding upon it. Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can any
one lay than that which is laid, which 1s Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, Frecyous stones, wood, hay, straw - each man's work will become manifest; for
the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of
work each one has done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he
will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will
be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's
Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple
is holy, and that temple you are.
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The Gospel According to Matthew 14:22-34 . .
At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up into the hills
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time was many
furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against them. And in the
fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But
immediately he spoke to them, s?iyinfg "Take heart, it 1s I; have no fear." .
And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water." He said,
"Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he
saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." Jesus immedi-
ately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "O man of little faith, why did you
doubt?" And when they entered the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him,
sC:?lymg, "Truly you are the Son of God." And when they had crossed over, they came to land at
ennesaret.
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With Fr. John Lardas
Following the Paraklesis Service

Life with Son In Church History

Please Join Us for the Archangel Michael
PANAGERI

August 15th

Rain or Shine. Immediately following the Divine Liturgy
starting at 10:30

Outdoor and Indoor Seating available

Please sign up at the following link:
https://www._signupgenius.com/go/4090545ASA922AAFA9-panageri

Let's celebrate as a community during the summer !




“And he will send his angels with g lowd trumpet coil, GNJ they wik gather nis SISCt from tha four winds, from one end of the heovens to the otaer.
~(Adacthew 23:31)
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The Archangel Michael Ladies Philoptochos

We will be placing plastic bins outside the church rotunda entrance daily
for convenient drop off.

Pantry items will be delivered to the local food pantries weekly.
For further information please email: dkgardianos@gmail.com
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Saints of the Week:
Sunday, August 9th ~ St. Matthias, Apostle of the 70, St. Anthony of Alexandria

Monday, August 10th ~ St. Laurence, Archdeacon of Rome; St Chitus of Athens, Bishop of Rome
Tuesday, August 11th ~ St. Euplus, Archdeacon of Cantania; St. Niphon, Patriarch of Constantinople
Wednesday, August 12th ~ St. Photios & Aniketos of Nicomedea; 12 Soldier-martyrs of Crete
Thursday, August 13th ~ St. Apodosis of the Transfiguration, St. Maximos the Confessor

Friday, August 14th ~ Forefeast of the Dormition, St. Micah the Prophet

Saturday, August 15th ~ Dormition of the Theotokos

Sunday, August 16th ~ Translation of the Image of Christ, St. Diomedes of Tarsus

Upcoming Events:

~TODAY: Sunday, August 9th ~ The Great Paraclesis will follow the Divine Liturgy

~ Save the Date: August 15th - A “Panageri” will be held immediately following the Divine Liturgy at 10:30am
~ Save the Date: Wednesday, August 26th ~ Altar Boy Fishing Trip - 9am - 2pm - Pt. Jefferson Marina (see flyer)

~ Save the Dates : September 11th - GOYA Registration, September 13th - Sunday School Registration, and
September 15th - Greek School begins, September 16th - Bible Study begins

~ Save the Date: Thursday, October 22nd - The Annual Watsonian Golf Outing
~ Save the Date: Friday, March 5th, 2021 - The 40th Anniversary of Archangel Michael Church Dinner Dance!
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Upcoming Worship Services:

Today, August 9th ~ The 9th Sunday of Matthew:
Orthros 8:00 am, Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
Followed by the Great Paraclesis

The Canon of the Paraclesis 7:00 pm:
August 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th (Mon-Thurs)
Friday, August 14th ~
The Great Vespers of The Dormition 7:00 pm
Saturday, August 15th ~ The Dormition of the Theotokos

Orthros 8:30 am, Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
followed by the Panageri

Sunday, August 16th ~ 10th Sunday of Matthew:
Orthros 8:00 am, Divine Liturgy 9:30 am

There are
No
Memorials
Scheduled
For

Today

O
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Read for a Cause!

The Icon Hunter

I this gripprng memadn, former refugee Hodirdolt reveals fhe despair
af losimg mot only o notien buf also s celturod herffoge. While
Honorory Conswl of Cpprus in the Netherfonds, she emborked on o 200
year quest fn repafrite sinlan ortfacts oo wons loafed from Cyprnt
CON H.fu NTER 1 churches during the Turkish cr.::n:u,uuz.i!:-n_ of Cyprus, Exp_usl‘ng the
S0 T S wnderwerld of art traffickers ond their impact on the lives of thase
R p— | tara apart by war. As founder of the KO8 Waik of Truth, the ingical
b ' extension of her lfe's work, Hadutali's wisian s to engender o glebal
s | sense of custodionship amang erdinary citizens for their historicol
sranumments, and (o ehslire crimes against freritage are invesigated
and hrowight tn juskice. Proceeds from fhis honk ore dediceted in His
aon-profit wihich serves os “Wordwaide Coltore Crime Wotchers®,
Raoks witl be available for purchose,

A caring and exacting storyteller, Tasoula Hadjitofi's intimate recounting chronicles an idyllic
life in her Cypriot village which was shattered with the invasion of 1974, the life she created in
her new country establishing a successful company and the challenges of trying to “have it
all” while serving her growing family, her business and her country with equal passion.

Proceeds from this book a dedicated to her NGO “Walk of Truth™.

Reserve your copy for only $16 by check or $16.80 via credit card. Supplies are limited

Please return coupon below with payment. Books will be available for pick up at AMC as of May 1st

Mail payment to AMC Philoptochos, 100 Fairway Drive, Port Washington, NY 11050

Please resemnve copies of The lcon Hunter at $16 each by check or $16.80 via CC for:
Name

Total amount enclosed §

CC#

MName as it appears on your Credit Card
Exp. Date: Billing zip phones#




