Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. And behold, there
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven,
and came and rolled back the stone [a]from the door, and sat on it. His
countenance was like lightning and his clothing as white as snow. And
the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.  But the
angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know
that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as
He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. (Matthew 28:1-7)

All of creation, visible and invisible, animate and inanimate, has the seal and mark of God! “ God said,
“Let there be... light; a firmament in the midst of the waters; grass; lights in the firmament of the heavens to
divide the day from the night; an abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth, creature
according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth. Let Us make man in Our image, according
to Our likeness” (Genesis 1). Thus, at the core of all creation is the Word of God, to the glory of God the Father,
through the Holy Spirit, Who made all things.

Therefore, all of nature responds to the presence, sound and command of God. God commanded Moses
to part the Red Sea. Jesus, while on the boat with the disciples calms the winds and the sea. When Jesus died on
the cross, the curtain in the temple was torn in two, the sun hid its rays so the whole earth was encompassed in
darkness and the earth shook. Even to this day nature comprehends and rejoices in the resurrection of Jesus from
the dead by bringing forth new buds on the trees that were dormant during the winter and the flowers that spring
up from the ground.

Just as creation glorifies God, it also reacts to how humankind treats it. God gave dominion over the earth
to humankind (Genesis 1:28). As a result of the fall of Adam and Eve, humankind became subject to the result
of sin, corruption. Consequently, nature itself expresses the hurt and pain associated with results of the first sin.
“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope. (Romans
8:20)

If inanimate creation and life that has an irrational soul is able to grasp and praise the wonder and glory
of God, and also respond to the pains of sin, where does this leave the human person, who is the apex of God’s
creation? The very foundation of what it means to be a person is found in being made in the image and likeness
of God. As the resurrection of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is celebrated, what will be the response of the
zenith God’s of creation, humankind, in this special period of time, where the pain and suffering of people due to
severe weather and catastrophic events is so prevalent?

The earth quaked when the women came running to the tomb. May a fissure be opened in the soul of the
person who has been hardened by life to feel the warmth and joy of Christ’s resurrection! May the stone of
unbelief be rolled away from the mind, so one may enter the tomb and experience for themselves that Jesus has
risen from the dead! May the love of God warm each person’s heart to cast away the paralyzing fear of sin! May
the joy, ecstasy and love of the resurrection motivate each person, one by one, to be a transformative presence in
the world today! May God’s peace, joy and love be with you and your family!
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«Metd 1o ZapPato, Ta Enpepwpata TS ENOMEVNS MEpAC, N Mapia n MaydaAnvi ko n aAAn Mapla npBav va Souv tov
1ddo tou Inoou. Zadvikd £ylve LeyaAog CELOHOG, yiaTl Evag dyyelog Kupiou KatéBnke amo tov oupavd, Nple, kUAnoe
v METpa amno v £icodo kat kabdtav emdvw tNG. H oYin tou fAtav oav actpartn Kal ta pouxo Tou OAOAEUKO Oav TO
XWOvL. Togo Ttov ¢ofnonkav oL Gppoupol, TOU ApXLoaV VA TPEUOUV KL éylvay oav vekpol. O dyyehog eine oTLg yuvaikeg:
«Eoeig un poPaocte! Zépw noldv yupelete. Tov INoOU, TOV OTAUPWHEVD. Agv elvan e8w, avaotnBnke onwc To ine! EAdte
va Sette 10 pépog Omou PBplokdtav to ocwpa tou Kuplou. Tpé€te Opwe yprnyopa Kol MEiTe OTOUG MOONTEG TOUL:
«avaotBnke amd TOug VEKPOUG Kdl MNyaiveL mpwv omo oog, vo oo nepipevel otn foAaio. kel Bo tov deiten.
{(MatBaiov 28:1-7)

OAOKANpN n ktiong, opoaxn Kat aopatn, Eufuxn kal aduyn, xeL tnv odppayiba kat 1o otiyua tou Oeol. O Oedg Elne,

«yevnOitw... dA¢ otepéwpa év péow tol UdATog Botdvnv xoptou” dwotipeg &v IO otepewpatt to0 oUpavol &ig
¢alow énl 1fig yiic, To0 Slaywpilewv ava péoov ThG Nuépag kal Gva péoov g vuktag, épmnetd Puxdv {wokv kal
TIETELWVA TIETOMEVA ETTL TG Vi TeETpdrioda kal épmetd kal Bnpia Tfig yiic -kal Emoincev 6 Oedg tOv GvBpwnov, kat eikdva
Oeol énoinoev autov. (Meveolg 1). Tuvenwg, otov mupnRva OAng TG ktiong uMApxeL o Adyog Tou Ogou, mpog 8o€a Oeou
Moatpadg, péow tou Aylou Nveldpatog, o Onoiog dnuolpynoe ta navra.

Enopévwg, 6An n OGN uakoVEL atny mapouoia, (o Kal evioAr Tou Oeol. O Oedg Siétate Tov Mwuor va xwploet thv
EpuBpd OdAaaoa. O Inooug kaBwg NTav oto mAoldpLo pall pe Toug pabntég Tou, npepel Toug avépoug kal tn BdAhacoa.
Otav 0 INgoUg napéSwKE To VeEL A EMAvw OToV ZTAUPO, TO ROPATETAONA TOU VOOU Xwplotnke ota 600, oL aKTIVES Tou
nAtou ekpudBnoav €taL wote oAOKANEN n yn KaAUPONKe and 1o okoTOG KaL e0eiobnke. AkOpa Kol orpepa, n ¢uon
kotavoel katl evdpaivetal Pe v Avdotaon tou Incol amo Toug vekpoUs, dépvoviag otn {wh KovoUpyloug KOpToug
ota S&vipa 1ou fAtav o€ vapkn oAOKANPO ToV XELPwva Kat Aouhoudia ou 6’ Eavadutpwoouv oto £8adog.

OMOKANpNn n ktiong 6o€alel tov Oed, MapdAAnAa OpwWG avildpd KaL otov TPOMO ME TOov omolo o Aavepwnog tnv
Slaxelpiletal. O Oeodg £6woe atnv avBpwndtnta Kuptapyia avw otn yn (Féveoig 1:28). Me tnv mtwan Tou ASAu KoL TG
EVag, n avBpwnotnTa UNESTN To ANOTEAECHA TNG apapTiag, Tnv SwadBopd. Katda cuvéneia, n idla n duon ekdppalet tov
Tovo Kol tnv o8Uvn Tou oxetifovral e Ta WMOTEAESHUATA TG MPWTNG OpApTIag. «ALdTL N KTlon VMOTABXNKE KAl QUTH
otn $Oopd, oyt ylati to ABeAe oG yiati étol BEAnoe Autdg ou tnv untétade, pe tnv eAntidar» (Pwpaiwy 8:20)

Edv n aguxn ko Epduyn Snpoupyia mou €xel pa dhoyn Yuxn eivan og Béon va katavoel ko va eEupvel to Badpa Kat
568 Oeol kal v amavtd ota Sewvd NG apaptiag, TOTE 10 avBpwnivo MPOCWO, OV €ival n kopudn tng dnuloupyiag
Tou QeoU nwg unopei va 1o katavoncel, H idwa n Bgpeliwon ToU 1L onuaivel va eical AvBpwnog Ppioketal oto «kot
eikova kal kad’ opolwon» Tou OeoL. Ze avth tnv Slaitepn xpovikn Mep{odo, OTOU 0 MOVOC KAl Ta SEWVA TwWY AvOpwRWY
gfartiog Twv SuguEVWV KALPLKWY ouvONKwWY Kal KOTaoTpodLlKwY YEYOVOTWY ETUKpATOUY, Tlold Ba eival i andvenon g
anokopUowang tng dnutoupyiag twv dnuoupyuwy tou Oeov, TG avBpwndtntog kabwe Ba yioptdletal n Avdotaon Tou
Kuplou kau Zwtnpog Inoou Xplotol?

H yn eoeloBnke dtav ol yuvaikeg ApBav tpéxovrag otov tddo. AG eivor pia pwypn v avoifel otnv Puxn tou kdbe
avBpwrou mou €xel akAnpuvBel amd tn LwnA ya va VIWoeL tThv {EoTOOL Kol T Xapd tng avdotaong tou Xplotoul!
Makadpl n METPA TNG ATLOTIOG Vo KUALOEL Ao To MU, £T0L WOTE 0 KaBEvag va unopécel va pnet o i8Log otov tado Kat
va Buwoel 4Tt o Inooug avéatn amod toug vekpouc! EiBe n aydnn tou Oeol va {gotaivet tnv Kapdid touv KabBevog yia v/
QMOMOKPUVEL TOV TapaAnTikd ¢oBo tng aupaptiag! EiBe n xapd, n €kotacn Kol n aydnn mou mnyalouv amd tnv
avaoTaon vo Napakwnoouv tov kaBévav EeXwpLotd, ETOL WOTE V' OMOTENECEL RO PETAOXNUATIOTIKN Ttapousia atov
kdopo onpepal

EiBe n eprivn, n xapd kot n aydmnn tou Ogol va elvat padl oag Kot TiG OLKOYEVELEG cag!

+. lwavvng K. Adpbdag
MpwrtonpeaButepog
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