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THE CREATION
September 1st: The Day for the Protection of the Environment

Psalm 103(104): 24-25

24: O Lord, how manifold are your works!
     In wisdom you have made them all;
   the earth is full of your creatures.

25: Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
        creeping things innumerable are there
   living things both small and great.
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September/October Worship Schedule
Sunday Services: 8:30am Matins, 9:30am Liturgy
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Our vision is to provide 
a loving, caring and 
welcoming environment 
where all belong and 
grow in the faith through 
worship, service, witness 
and fellowship.

Mission
Statement

Vision
Statement

The Archangel Michael Greek 
Orthodox Church is dedicated 
to the continuation of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ’s ministry of salvation 
through the proclamation 
and teaching of the Gospel. 
We are a community of 
individuals and families who 
share the traditions and 
ageless beliefs of our Holy 
Orthodox Christian Faith.

http://archangelmichaelchurch.org
mailto:amichaelch@aol.com 
mailto:trumpet@archangelmichaelchurch.org
mailto:trumpet@archangelmichaelchurch.org 
mailto:amichaelch@aol.com 
http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.org


 

www.archangelmichaelchurch.org                                                                                                                               Archangel Michael | Sept/Oct 2015 | 3

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  

So begins the first chapter and verse of our Sacred Scripture 

in the Old Testament book of Genesis.  At this point, perhaps 

our readership joins Tertullian in asking “What has Athens 

to do with Jerusalem?”  Well…here we are in the month of 

September and a well-kept secret is that since 1989, the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate has invited Orthodox Christians 

throughout the world to set aside September 1st as a day of 

prayer for environmental protection.

His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has been 

called the “Green Patriarch” because of his well-known 

and committed efforts to increase global environmental 

awareness and action.  With an inter-religious and inter-

disciplinary approach, Patriarch Bartholomew has promoted 

creation care by organizing and 

convening ecological summits and 

by cultivating relationships with 

institutions and individuals to further 

progress toward the common goal of 

true environmental stewardship and 

the protection of God’s creation.  

Yes, the Patriarch and the Orthodox 

Church had gone “green” long before 

it was cool to be green.  In fact, there 

are many examples where it seems 

science and the secular world caught 

on to the wisdom of the Church and 

its Holy Tradition a bit late (in some 

cases, centuries late) but that’s a discussion for another issue 

(or issues). 

This brings us to the rather obscure icon on the cover of this 

issue of the Trumpet which depicts the fifth day of the creation, 

when God said “Let the waters bring forth reptiles having life, 

and winged creatures flying above the earth in the firmament 

of heaven, and it was so.” (in its original Septuagint Greek, the 

text reads in full as follows: “ἐξαγαγέτω τὰ ὕδατα ἑρπετὰ 
ψυχῶν ζωσῶν καὶ πετεινὰ πετόμενα ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς κατὰ τὸ 
στερέωμα τοῦ οὐρανοῦ καὶ ἐγένετο οὕτως.” (Gen. 1:20)

Of course the creation story continues until the seventh day 

when God ceased from all His works, thereby blessing and 

sanctifying the Sabbath which to the present day “keep holy” 

by celebrating the triumph of “the Way, the Truth, the Life” 

over darkness, deceit, and death (i.e. the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ) every Sunday in the Divine Liturgy.  Hopefully 

we can rest from daily labors and set aside time for worship 

and fellowship with our families, friends, and fellow human 

beings—all of which reveal God’s presence in our lives!  Indeed, 

“wherever you turn, you will see a symbol of God; wherever 

you look, you can read the handwriting of God” writes St. 

Ephraim the Syrian.

Along these lines, God-willing and weather-permitting, we 

were able to spend much of the past several months outdoors 

enjoying God’s creation, the natural world, itself a theophany.  

No doubt our return from summer living to the frenetic pace 

and flurry of activity ushered in by a new Ecclesiastical and 

school year evokes a sense of longing for the more numerous 

and frequent “days of rest” and outdoor living permitted by 

our summer schedules.  While this may be a familiar narrative 

for us, what we may not have known is that the Orthodox 

Church, under the guidance of 

Patriarch Bartholomew, has been at 

the forefront of the ecological and 

environmental cause for quite some 

time and it is at this time of year 

especially that we are called upon 

to respond to the ecological crises 

with prayer and action.

Finally, I leave you with the words 

of Fr. Zossima from the novel The 

Brothers Karamazov asking that 

you set aside time and resources 

this month and beyond for prayer 

and service in order to truly be good stewards of this gift of 

creation that we have been given, that our children’s children 

may enjoy that which God has entrusted to our care for but a 

short time.  In strengthening our relationship with the created 

world, we will grow closer to our Creator, no doubt.

“Love all God’s creation, the whole of it and every grain of 

sand. Love every leaf, every ray of God’s light! Love the 
animals, love the plants, love everything. If you love 
everything you will perceive the divine mystery in 
things. And once you have perceived it you will begin 
to comprehend it ceaselessly, more and more every day. 
And you will at last come to love the whole world with 
an abiding universal love.”

              Humbly in His Service,

              

   Fr. Nikolas

Pastoral Message from Father Nikolas

“LOVE ALL 

GOD’S CREATION, 

THE WHOLE OF IT...

LOVE EVERYTHING.”
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$555,0002015 GOAL  

75%

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

2015 Budgeted Expenses

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

$968,000 Total Church Operating Expenses

$414,801
collected to date

$140,199

$413,000
Gap to cover all 

       Church operating expense

Gap to get to
 

Stewardship goal

Amount collected is
 $140,199 short 

of achieving 
our 2015 

Stewardship goal!
Have you pledged?

Pledged

Collected

LITURGIES (* denotes Chapel)

Tuesday, September 8th* 9:30 am: Nativity of the Theotokos

Monday, September 14th 9:30 am: Exaltation of the HolyCross

Thursday, September 17th*  9:30 am:  SS Sophia, Faith, Hope,  
                   & Love

Saturday, September 19th 10:30am: Challenge Liturgy

Saturday, October 17th 10:30 am: Challenge Liturgy

Monday, October 26th* 9:30 am: Feast of St. Demetrios

SACRAMENTS
Sunday, September 6th 2:00 pm, Wedding of Richard 
   Lacagnina and Christina Sotiriou

Saturday, September 12th 1:30pm, Wedding of 
   Jerry Massas and Sandy Nicolelis

Sunday, September 13th 1:00 pm, Wedding of 
   James Lau and Corinna Malakidis

Sunday, September 20th      3:00 pm, Wedding of Timothy Max- 
   well and Chrisovalantou Makris
   

SACRAMENTS CONT’D

Saturday, October 3rd 11:00am, Baptism: Child of
                                           George and Tara Tsimikalis
   
   3:00pm, Wedding of 
   Joseph Fradelakis and Ashley Hill

Sunday, October 4th 3:00 pm, Baptism: Child of
   Stelios and Nicole Diakoumakis 
  
Saturday, October 10th 4:30 pm, Baptism: Child of
   Christos and Danae Zisimatos

Sunday, October 11th 3:00 pm, Wedding of Michael Koziel  
   and Vasiliki Georgiadis

   4:30 pm, Wedding of John Koun- 
   dourakis and Christina Tsakonas

Sunday, October 18th 2:00 pm, Wedding of Peter Tulumba  
   and Diana Schmidt

   4:00 pm, Wedding of George 
   Choremis and Sofia Kapassakis

Saturday, October 31st 3:30pm, Baptism: Child of
                                           Nicholas and Viviane Tzoumas

 

Worship Services & Sacraments
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News & Events

Stewardship Update

As we begin the new Ecclesiastical year, it is time to evaluate the stewardship status of our commitment to Christ and His Church.  

As of July 29th, there were 490 pledges, totaling $498,970. The amount collected was $414,801 representing 75% of our goal to 

achieve $555,000 in stewardship contributions for 2015.  Thank you to so many of you for responding to the call and setting the 

standard for others.  The not so good news is that we still have a way to go-- $56,030 in pledges and $140,199 in money collected 

to reach our goal.  And you’ll notice that even if we reach our goal, we will still be short of supporting our Church’s operating 
budget solely through Stewardship--see the large red box with the gap.  This is why we rely on function income, such as The 

Watsonian, Comedy Night and the Super Raffle to raise additional funds to cover our operating expenses.

But we are making progress every year!  So if you have not yet done so, please join those who are pushing this thermometer 

higher.  It is a much lighter lift with more hands!  Please call 516-944-3180, email info@archangelmichaelchurch.org or stop by 

the office if you need a pledge card or any assistance.  A steady stewardship inflow is very important and your continued financial 

support is crucial.  Thank you!

http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.org


THE CHALLENGE LITURGY PROGRAM 
 
 

CELEBRATING OUR 25TH YEAR 
 
 

1990 – 2015 
 
 

SATURDAY RELIGIOUS SERVICES FOR 
 

PHYSICALLY & DEVELOPMENTALLY CHALLENGED 
 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS 
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Challenge Liturgy

THE STORY OF THE CHALLENGE LITURGY PROGRAM:

AN OUTREACH PROGRAM FOR 

SPECIAL NEEDS INDIVIDUALS

The Archangel Michael Greek Orthodox Church conducts a 

unique ministry, known as The Challenge Liturgy Program, 

which reaches out to Orthodox Christians with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities, welcoming them into the full life 

of the parish.  All metro-area New York challenged Orthodox 

Christians are welcome regardless of parish or jurisdictional 

affiliation.

Founded in April 1990, the program has grown from a local 

parish program into a regional multi-parish one, serving 

over fifty families from nine neighboring Queens/Long Island 

parishes. Complimentary transportation is provided for those 

with no means of getting to the Archangel Michael Church.

The primary objective of the program is to encourage 

attendance and participation in the Divine Liturgy.  The 

cornerstone of the program is a special monthly liturgy 

that is celebrated on the third Saturday of each month, in 

an environment appropriate to the special needs of the 

participants...hence its title, The Challenge Liturgy. 

Beyond the spiritual fulfillment offered, the program seeks to 

integrate challenged individuals into the fabric of parish life. 

The Group points with pride to a few members who attend 

Sunday School, serve in the altar or sing in the Byzantine Youth 

Choir.

The program also promotes acceptance through socialization. 

A fellowship hour following the Liturgy provides opportunities 

to develop friendships, meet parishioners or simply exchange 

information of mutual interest.  Monthly birthday and Nameday 

celebrations and seasonal events, such as Christmas and Easter 

parties, as well as a Spring picnic round out the social calendar.

Member families are not the only beneficiaries of this program.  

The parish enjoys a dimension of parish life not experienced 

by other parishes as the program engages the entire AMC 

Community...clergy, parishioners, organizations and youth 

groups, in its various activities throughout the year.   Volunteer 

social workers, lawyers, and other professionals, Archangel 

Michael parishioners all, offer guidance and expertise to 

member families.

The program has evolved to include, Hellenos House, a 

group residence for Orthodox Christians with developmental 

disabilities, and an outreach program that reaches out to 

Orthodox Christians in the 750+ Group Residences on Long 

Island who cannot participate in the Saturday Liturgy.  

The Challenge Liturgy Program is a unique parish ministry.  It is 

a ministry that has become an important part of the Archangel 

Michael parish…a ministry that addresses important needs 

yielding meaningful benefits to all involved, member families 

and parishioners alike.
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THE STORY OF HELLENOS HOUSE: 

A HOME FOR ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS

 WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

The idea of Hellenos House evolved from the Archangel 

Michael Church Challenge Liturgy Program, a unique parish 

program, started in 1990, that reaches out to special needs 

individuals and their families, and welcomes them into the full 

life of the Parish.

At every monthly Challenge Liturgy, parents expressed 

concerns about the uncertain future their children would face, 

upon their eventual illness or demise.  They wished for the 

establishment of a group residence that would permit their 

children to remain the “family” they had become--close to the 

church and an integral part of the Greek-American Orthodox 

community. It seemed an impossible dream as the group had 

neither the funds nor the expertise that could make it happen.

 

Several options were considered and the one deemed to 

have the best chance for success required partnering with an 

agency, already managing group residences, that would be 

willing to help petition New York State for funds to establish a 

group residence that they, then, would manage.

Such an agency was found, namely, ACDS of Plainview, NY, 

one of Long Island’s leading accredited social service providers 

for children and adults with developmental disabilities. Thus 

began a joint four year process that came to a successful 

conclusion in September 2008 with the opening of Hellenos 

House, a residence for seven adult members of the Challenge 

Liturgy Group.

Hellenos House is located in the Long Island village of Wantagh, 

NY. It is a 3500 square foot contemporary split-level structure 

with seven bedrooms, spacious living/dining rooms, a den and 

an exercise/recreation room.  

Each weekday, residents are transported to their day 

programs. Upon their return in the late afternoon, they enjoy 

some personal time before carrying out their assigned tasks 

in preparation for dinner.  Residents enjoy an active and 

productive life with all health and medical needs attended 

to by a dedicated staff of social service and healthcare 

professionals.

The residents are encouraged to lead independent lifestyles 

and to participate in social, educational, arts & crafts, sports 

and community events of their choice. The Challenge Liturgy 

Program covers their tuition for these activities and thanks 

to the Philoptochos Chapters of the Archdiocesan District 

the residents attend a one-week summer camp at St. Basil 

Academy. The one event that is on each resident’s calendar is 

the Challenge Liturgy which they attend every third Saturday 

of the month at the Archangel Michael Church.

Participation in parish activities is also encouraged and in 

keeping with the original desire that envisions an enduring 

connection with the Greek-American community.  This  

involvement not only helps preserve the religious, ethnic and 

cultural values, that enrich the residents’ quality-of-life, it also 

validates the promise made to New York State that the Greek-

American community will be a worthy partner that could be 

counted on to do its share in caring for the less fortunate.

The support from the Archangel Michael Church community 

and the Greek-American community, at large, has been 

exemplary.  We look forward to the establishment of more, 

very much needed, group homes.

Hellenos House

http://www.archangelmichaelchurch.org
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“I believe now I plead with you, by the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, 

and that there is no division amongst you, but that you 

be perfectly joined together in the same judgement.” 

    First Corinthians 1:10.

We hope that everyone had a joyful and restful summer. It’s 

hard to believe that September is already here and now we are 

ready to go to work again together in harmony. Our first two 

meetings of the new Ecclesiastical year will be held on Tuesday, 

September 8th and Monday, October 5th.  All are invited to 

attend our meetings.  

We welcome all volunteers to join our Festival Loukoumamas. 

Please contact Tammy Ashley at tashley4195@gmail.com.

A big thank you to Chris Ioannou for undertaking the End of 

the Year Dinner at H on the Harbor.  Over ninety ladies and 

gentlemen attended the dinner. Georgia Alexiou and Christine 

Korakis were honored for all their hard work and dedication to 

the Philoptochos throughout the years. The evening was a great 

success, not to mention a lot of fun.

We are planning a visit to Boston combined with the Children’s 

Medical Fund Luncheon. We will be leaving from Archangel 

Michael Church on Friday night, October 30th and returning 

on Sunday, November 1st. Please mark your calendars. More 

information to follow.

Welcome back. We are looking forward to a productive and 

spiritual year.

Welcome back! We are fortunate to have the new school year, 

2015-2016, upon us!  The Greek Language Institute continues to 

be a thriving component of The Archangel Michael community.  

Attending our school is a special opportunity for our youth to 

study the Greek language and experience all that is unique to 

our Hellenic heritage and our Orthodox faith.  Following the 

Agiasmo on September 15th, the students will officially begin 

their studies. Soon thereafter, the hallways and classrooms will 

be filled with back to school works.

The students will also be busy preparing projects about OXI Day, 

a national holiday celebrated on October 28th throughout the 

Hellenic world commemorating Greece’s entry into WWII. It is 

a day when we remember Prime Minister Metaxas’ courageous 

one word response of “OXI!” to Mussolini’s demand for the 

unconditional surrender of Greece in 1940.

 

The School Board extends its sincere appreciation and 

gratitude to the following members who have reached the 

end of their committed 4 years of service: Mrs. Nicoletta 

Gargas, President; Mrs. Chris-Marie Tzavelis, Vice President; 

Mrs. Mariann Matarangas, Registrar and Mrs. Evelyn Tsirakis, 

News and Events

Greek School Board

Philoptochos
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Non-Parent Representative.  The Board welcomes Mrs. Helen 

Bapis,  transitioning into the position of President, Mrs. 

Androula Xenophontos, Vice President, Mrs. Markella Maliagros, 

Secretary and Mrs. Demetra Tsismenakis, Registrar.  We thank 

the aforementioned women, the parents of our students, the 

teachers and principals and our spiritual leaders, Fr. Dennis 

and Fr. Nikolas for their dedication and commitment to our 

community and the education of our children.

Reminders and Class Schedule 2015-2016:

• Agiasmos & 1st day of School:  

      Tuesday, September 15th 

• Registration is ongoing; please note- a $75 late fee will 

be issued to any previously enrolled student. For further 

information please contact registrar, Mrs. Demetra 

Tsismenakis, at demetra11709@yahoo.com.

• Uniforms: please contact Greek School Secretary, Mrs. 

Emily Vlachos, at 516.944.3183

• PreK-6th grades: 1st session, 4:00-5:30pm; 

      2nd session,  5:45-7:15pm; Tuesday and Thursday

• 7th grade:   5:45-7:45pm, Thursday only

• Regents:  5:45-7:15pm, Tuesday only

Welcome Back, Greek School Families!!  A warm welcome to 

the new families joining us this year! We hope everyone had 

a wonderful summer.

  

Greek school will resume on Tuesday, September 15th; we’re 

looking forward to seeing the children as they reunite with 

friends and begin a new school year.   In preparation for the 

new school year, the PTA  purchased new desks and chairs for 

the teachers, and new Papaloizos books for the students.  We 

were able to make these purchases with the proceeds from 

the “Greek Night In” raffle, and we graciously thank all who 

supported us!

At the end of our 2014-15 school year in June, we celebrated 

our graduates as they received their diplomas, and enjoyed 

the songs and dances of the students.

We distributed yearbooks this year, one for each family.  If 
your family did not receive a yearbook, please stop into the 
Greek School office and pick one up during school hours.

Moving forward with our plans for this year, we will hold our 
first PTA meeting in the beginning of October (exact date tbd), 
at which point we will announce and vote in our newest PTA 
board members.  Please make every effort to support the PTA 
by becoming a member and attending our meetings!  We wel-
come all volunteers to help with the smallest to the largest 
tasks.  For more information please contact:
 gspta@archangelmichaelchurch.org

Welcome Back!  We hope that you had a very enjoyable summer.

The Sunday School students participated in the annual “Mov-
ing Up” Ceremony on June 7th. Students who had perfect and 
outstanding attendance were recognized. The Sunday School 
directors, faculty, and staff were honored and presented with 
a certificate as well as a beautiful Archangel Michael icon. 
Our young students sang “We’ve Got the Whole World in His 
Hands,” which they had learned in the music program that will 
continue this year.  They were wonderful!   Και Σ’Ανωτερα!

Last year, Father Dennis and Father Nikolas implemented 
a new program to enhance our knowledge of our Orthodox 
faith. Every week, different grade levels met in the Chapel 
after Holy Communion and learned about the Sacraments of 
the Church.  It was so appreciated by everyone who attended 
and we learned a great deal. Thank you so much.

Our 2015-2016 Sunday School program will begin on Septem-
ber 13th, and we look forward to seeing you!  The 13th marks 
the first day of classes as well as the opportunity for regis-
tration. When you bring your children to their classrooms for 

News and Events

Greek School PTA

Sunday School
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their lesson, there will be an opportunity to “meet and greet” 
your child/children’s teachers. The Sunday School books and 
materials that will be used this year will also be available for 
you to look at.

We will continue the procedure that was implemented last 
year regarding church arrival.  Children in grades 2 and older 
will meet in the church and sit with their families until after 
the Holy Gospel reading. Following the reading, some students 
will be dismissed to their respective classes while others will 
remain and then proceed to the Chapel after Holy Commu-
nion. 

We are honored to continue for the second year, the Chapel 
educational program offered by Fr. Dennis and Fr. Nikolas. 
Once the list of topics and calendar have been developed, 
parents, students and teachers will be informed so that they 
can participate in this exciting and educational program. All 
are welcome!

We are looking forward to an exciting and wonderful year.

Congratulations to the 2015 Graduates of the Archangel Mi-
chael Preschool!  The Preschool celebrated with a visit from 
the ice cream truck! The Graduation Ceremony and End of 
the Year Performance took place in the Fellowship Hall on 
Friday, June 12th.  This year’s theme was “Under the Sea.”  
Families and friends enjoyed the singing and Greek dancing 
by all the children!  Good luck in Kindergarten to all of our 
former Pre-K students.

We would like to welcome our new and returning students 
to the Archangel Michael Preschool for the 2015-2016 school 
year!  Once again, the Preschool is offering Mommy & Me, Tod-
dler, Nursery and Pre-K classes.  Registration for our programs 
is ongoing.

In October, we will be busy making autumn trees with colored 
leaves while learning about Christopher Columbus.  We will 
also be celebrating the feast day of St. Demetrios and Oxi Day.  

The children are eagerly anticipating our annual Halloween 
party and parade, our field trip to Hick’s Nursery for a hayride 
and pumpkin picking, as well as our annual Halloween Fund-
raiser.  Look for more information to come!

Pre-K children continue to concentrate on letter and number 
recognition, reading readiness, and strengthening their fine 
motor skills.  Nursery children will be concentrating on the 
themes of family, colors and learning to recognize letters and 
their names.  They will also be introduced to numbers through 
songs.  Our Toddlers will be settling down into a routine in a 
classroom setting.  All classes will begin learning the Greek 
language through songs and finger play and will be introduced 
to music and body movement with Miss Cecilia.

For more information, registration or for a tour, 
please contact preschool@archangelmichaelchurch.org or
516-944-3184 

This year, more than sixty-five children from our AMC commu-

nity, and Fr. Nikolas, attended Camp St. Paul in idyllic Litchfield, 

CT., the summer camp of the DIrect Archdiocesan District (DAD). 

They enjoyed fellowship and camaraderie with children from 

other parishes while growing in our Orthodox faith. A firsthand 

account from an AMC camper follows.

A Camper’s View of CSP 
by Aphrodite Dimopoulos

This summer I completed my second year at Camp Saint Paul, 

a camp I consider to be one of the best in the world. Now, 

most people say they don’t want to go to a church camp. It’s 

too serious and no fun. Well I’m telling you here, firsthand, 

that I find CSP even more fun than sailing camp, musical the-

ater camp, and every single other camp I’ve been to. Camp 

Saint Paul has the perfect balance between your religious 

life/relationship with God and having an amazing summer 

camp experience. 

When I first went to CSP, I was VERY worried I wasn’t going to 

have any fun. Now I can’t even believe that thought crossed 

my mind! Besides being without your parents for a week, 

there are jet ski rides that take your breath away, tubing 

rides that are a barrel of laughs, and the blob, a giant air pil-

low that throws you 10 feet into the air! And those are only 

the water activities! There’s bracelet making, basketball 

News and Events

Preschool

Camp St. Paul
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tournaments, soccer, frisbee, ninja, and chanting- all going 

on at the very same time!! So overall, the best time EVER!

Now for the church half of CSP. I took so much away from 

my experience at camp that now before every meal I say a 

prayer and sing a hymn. But the best part is that I’m not just 

singing words; I understand the meaning and depth of the 

prayers and hymns we sing. Some people ask if I seriously 

got closer to God and in a millisecond I reply yes, definitely 

yes! Through going to chapel twice a day and going to differ-

ent sessions, I can say that I am a better Orthodox Christian 

and have a stronger faith in God. Confession, meetings with 

priests and having devotionals with your cabin every night 

strengthened my connection to God. Now, I am very fortu-

nate and have been raised around the church. My whole fam-

ily is very involved with the church. But at CSP that doesn’t 

matter. Some of my friends had said to me that they weren’t 

involved in the church and only went on Christmas and Eas-

ter. But then, they said, they were going to try to convince 

their parents to go to church every Sunday or as often as they 

could. This inspired me and shows everyone how much of an 

impact a summer camp can have on kids’ lives. I love CSP 

with all of my heart and hope that every kid has a chance to 

go and be able to experience this life changing camp.

Young people experience the fullness of the faith and 
develop a deeper understanding of Orthodoxy through 

their participation in choir.

We are looking forward to sharing an enriching year ahead 

singing the magnificent music of our faith. In addition to 

learning about our treasured hymns, the Byzantine Youth 

Choir offers many fun-filled and inspiring activities. Make 

Youth Choir a part of your child’s life!

The Youth Choir sings the Divine Liturgy on the first and third 

Sundays of every month. We will begin celebrating the Di-

vine Liturgy together on September 20th. Choir rehearsals 

are conducted every Wednesday evening. Our first rehears-

al/registration is scheduled for Wednesday, September 16th. 

There will be two rehearsal groups that will meet simultane-

ously from 7:30 to 8:30PM: Youth- boys & girls ages 8 to 12 

and Teens - boys and girls ages 13 to 18.

Please save the following dates for the Direct Archdiocesan 

District  Federation of Church Musicians Conference and Di-

vine Liturgy to be held at the Annunciation Church, 302 West 

91st Street, NY. Transportation will be provided. 

Saturday, November 14th, 1 to 4pm: 

Youth Choir Workshop & Rehearsal 

Sunday, November 15th, 9am to 1pm: 

Divine Liturgy and Fellowship.

Dr. James Maniatis from the Denver Church Musicians Fed-

eration will be the guest choir director and Connie Maniatis 

will be the guest organist. James and Connie Maniatis are the 

parents of the talented EIKONA sisters trio, who will also be 

in attendance. Many church musicians from across the coun-

try will be traveling to be a part of this special weekend.

Byzantine Youth Choir

News and Events
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Besides registration fees, Conference Music needs to be  

purchased, and transportation arranged, so please let Miss 

Georgia or Miss Eleni know by September 20th if you will be 

participating. Thank You so much!

The Byzantine Youth Choir celebrated the end of last year 

with their annual Pool Party held in June.  It was a beauti-

ful day of fellowship enjoyed by all who attended!

Welcome back!  We hope that everyone had a wonderful 

summer!   We ended our year by participating in the Ronald 

McDonald House Greek Division Walkathon.  The Goyans dis-

tributed balloons to all the children, in addition to walking 

for a great cause! At our last meeting, we welcomed the 

HOPE/JOY children who will be moving up to GOYA in Sep-

tember, giving them an opportunity to see and hear about 

all the wonderful events and charities GOYA has been a part 

of.  Lastly, GOYA held their year end trip at Bounce where 

they had a great time!  As we reflect back on the 2014- 2015 

year, the strides and goals GOYA has achieved is an indica-

tion of the teamwork and compassion shown by the GOYAns.   

Through fundraising and participation in events, GOYA con-

tributed to over ten philanthropic charities and multiple or-

ganizations within our own community.  Great job and thank 

you to all who participated!  To all the seniors, we wish you 

the best of luck in your future endeavors!  Keep shooting for 

the stars!

The 2015 - 2016 GOYA year is off to a running start!  We start 
off September with an awesome Welcome Back, Registra-
tion, Fellowship & Ice Cream Social in the Gym on Thursday, 
Sept 3rd at 7:00pm.  If you are interested in joining GOYA 
this year, and joining one of our athletics teams (basket-
ball, volleyball) your attendance is required.  That evening, 
a Calendar of Events will be distributed, along with sign-up 
opportunities to volunteer for our Fundraisers, Charitable 
Events and our Festival!  Please check the calendar and your 
emails for dates and details of all our activities.

You will also have the opportunity to meet the new board 
that evening.  It is with great pleasure that we announce the 
2015 - 2016 GOYA Board.  

Co-Presidents: Stavros Reynolds, Ariana Nikolis, 
           Artemis Tsagaris

Co-Vice Presidents: Francesco Maropakis, Peter Psyllos
Steven Gerazounis 

Co-Secretaries: Marika Reynolds, Tommy Drenis

Co-Treasurers: Konstantinos Geleris, Eleana Tsiamtsiouris 

Participation in GOYA ministry provides our young people 
with opportunities to grow with their peers and church fam-
ily in worship, community service projects, and in learning 
about and living their Holy Orthodox Faith in their life’s 
journey toward salvation.

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, Sept 3rd, 
our first day back!

GOYA

News & Events
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News & Events

Welcome Back!  We hope everyone had a fantastic summer!  

We are excited to begin our new year with wonderful ac-

tivities and outings for everyone.  HOPE/JOY is open to all 

children ages 4-12.  Anyone interested in playing basketball 

and/or soccer must have been born between 2008-2003 (ages 

7-12).  Registration will begin the first week of September. 

Be on the lookout for information to come via email and also 

the weekly bulletins.  Registration forms are available on the 

website as well as at the church office.  We are always look-

ing for volunteers.  If you have any questions feel free to 

email us at:

hopejoy@archangelmichaelchurch.org

JOY OLYMPICS

The JOY youth had a wonderful time at the annual Archdi-

ocesan Olympics held Memorial Day weekend. It is an event 

that our youth look forward to each year. The participants, 

honored at the End-of-Year Bbq, proudly displayed their 

many medals.

JOY SOCCER 

Congratulations to the Girls 1 and Girls 2 soccer teams for 

winning the championships! Thank you again to all the coach-

es who volunteered their time teaching the children soccer as 

well as good sportsmanship.  Girls 1 coaches: Michael Bapis, 

Spiro Maliagros, Andreas Tsalikis; Girls 2 coaches: Spiro Kate-

his, Dennis Matarangas, Bill Vasiliades; Boys 1 coaches: Den-

nis Matarangas, Mariann Matarangas; Boys 2 coaches: George 

Kaparos, Chris Dritsas, Tom Gargas.

Fall soccer will begin in September! If your children are inter-

ested in playing soccer for our church, please email Chrissa at 

soccer@archangelmichaelchurch.org.

HOPE/JOY AMC BASKETBALL CAMP

For the second year in a row, our highly successful camp was 

held during the last two weeks of August. The camp, run 

by our HOPE/JOY AMC Basketball Program and Coaches Bob 

and Anthony, together with the assistance of a number of 

volunteers, imparted valuable basketball knowledge on our 

eager-to-learn young students. Participants from all of the 

surrounding church communities enrolled in the program and 

next year we anticipate it being even bigger. Thank you for 

joining!

JOY BASKETBALL

With the beginning of a new year, the challenges of regis-

trations, creating new team rosters and formulating practice 

schedules, are upon us once again. This year, we anticipate 

that approximately 180 young basketball players will join our 

AMC JOY level teams as well as participate in the Saturday 

morning  Basketball Instructional scheduled to start in early 

October.  We look forward to another exciting and hopefully 

successful season!

Athletics

Hope/Joy
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UNIFORM DONATIONS

The Archangel Michael HOPE/JOY had collected old Archan-

gel Michael basketball uniforms last year as we had ordered 

new ones for our teams.  Ultimately, the uniforms landed at 

Cura Orphanage in Kenya.  Cura Orphanage is a residence 

for children who have lost their parents to AIDS.  Presently, 

there are children, ages 4-13, who are living there. The uni-

forms are being used for various sport activities.  As you can 

see, they are being put to good use! For more information 

about Cura Orphanage go to www.curaorphanage.org

A big thank you to Ms. Roula Zogopoulos, director of our 

Archangel Michael Greek Dance Troupe, for facilitating the 

donation and making sure it ended up in good hands!

Thank you to our community!

The Greek Dance Troupe of the Archangel Michael Church 

delighted members of our community as they performed 

in their end of the year recital at the Community Barbe-

cue. As they begin another season, The Troupe is looking

forward to another great year!  Join us!

The Greek Dance Troupe was established in 1999 under 

the direction of Roula Zogopoulos. Our Troupe’s intention 

is to offer children from Kindergarten through 12th grade 

an opportunity to come together and maintain and contin-

ue our Hellenic traditions. Mrs. Zogopoulos creates a safe 

atmosphere in which our young people are inspired, are 

exploring and are learning about their Hellenic heritage 

through our rich dancing and musical traditions.  Children 

who join our Dance Troupe possess a high level of com-

mitment and drive.

All are welcome to join the Troupe which meets on Satur-

days throughout the school year according to the follow-

ing schedule:

 

 

MODELL’S COUPON
Modell’s Team month savings is here! Use the Modell’s 
coupon, on page 22 and save 15% on your purchases. 

The coupon can be used 8/28 -9/24 at any Modell’s on 
Long Island and in NYC. Modell’s will donate 5% back to our 

church JOY group. Save money and help our church 
at the same time.

Greek Dance Troupe

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The next General Assembly will take place on 

Sunday, October 18th, immediately following the

Divine Liturgy. All stewards are encouraged to attend!

FESTIVAL FABULOUS FINDS

Donations(clean & in working order) can be 

 left in the choir room any weekday from 10am-3 pm

 and any Sunday after Liturgy.

Please NO electronics, clothing or furniture.

 Tissue/packing paper and bubble wrap are also needed.

Please bring any book donations directly

 to the Festival site in September.

Group A (Grades K-2)    9:00-10:00AM
Group B (Grades 3-5)   10:00-11:00AM
Group C (Grades 6-8)   11:00-12:00PM
Group D (Grades 9-12) 12:00-1:00PM
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Annual 5k Run/Walk Super Raffle

We proudly perform at various Church functions as well as 

at other performance venues throughout the year, culmi-

nating with our Annual Dance recital at the End-of-Year 

Barbecue in June. For more information please contact: 

greekdance@archangelmichaelchurch.org.

 

We are pleased to announce that our Annual Archangel Michael 
Tom Zangas Memorial Lung Cancer Foundation 5K & 1K Run/
Walk will take place on Saturday, October 24th. This year we  
have changed the venue to North Hempstead Harbor Beach, 
which is located right across from the Fairway Drive turn to 
the church. The Run/Walk  path will take you through North 
Hempstead Park, through the parking lot which we utilize for 
the festival, and then turn onto the boardwalk until the finish 
line.  Registration will begin at 8am.

Last year, as a result of the generous donations of our sponsors 
and the great participation of our community members and 
friends, our event was a financial success for both the church 
and the Tom Zangas Foundation.  

The Foundation has donated $50,000 each of the last three 
years to the Lung Cancer Research Foundation, LCRF, (formerly 
Uniting Against Lung Cancer), a charitable organization one of 
whose principal purposes is to fund lung cancer research proj-
ects.  Recently, LCRF designated the funds raised by the Tom 
Zangas Memorial Lung Cancer Foundation as a grant to Andrea 
Ventura, MD, PhD, for research in reversing the effects of vari-
ous treatments, as patients’ lung cells become immune to the 
different targeted therapies.  Dr. Ventura’s lab research and 
work has enabled him to utilize non-cancer cells in the lungs 
of mice and fuse them with cells that have become immune 
to the therapy over time, in a process called “somatic genome 
editing”, with positive effects.
  

The 5K & 1K Run/Walk is a wonderful family event which brings 
our children, their parents, grandparents and friends together 
for a worthy cause.  We look forward to your support.

SO START RUNNING OR WALKING 
TO BE IN SHAPE FOR THE 5K/1K!

Tickets for the 2015 Super Raffle are now available for pur-
chase! We have increased the number of prizes this year to 
40, including THREE brand new cars, making this year’s raffle 
better than ever! Be sure to stop by the Super Raffle Prize Tent 
at our  festival to see all of the prizes up close. We will again 
be drawing the winning tickets on the last night of the festival. 
Be there on Sunday, September 27th to see if you’re a winner. 
Don’t delay, buy your tickets today! 

In addition to purchasing tickets, the community’s assistance 
in selling tickets will be instrumental to our success. Last year 
we sold out all of the tickets that we had, and with your help 
we can do it again! We are also welcoming donations of raffle 
prizes. If you are interested, please contact the church office. 
We look forward to your support of our biggest fundraiser of 
the year!

s a m p l e
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“TNews & Events

On June 11th, The Archangel Michael Church held its 
22nd Annual Golf Outing,“The Watsonian”, at Plandome 
Country Club.

This year, 115 golfers participated and enjoyed beauti-

ful weather and a great day of golf and fellowship. The 

Awards Dinner and Cocktail Reception immediately fol-

lowing, had over 150 total participants which included 

many non-golfers and the many loyal sponsors, parishio-

ners and friends of the Archangel Michael Church. The net 

proceeds for this year’s event were over $40,000, which 

will be used for the continued operations of the church.

This year’s “In Memoriam Spirit Award” was presented to 

Tony Arlis and George Scandalios recognizing their many 

years of service to the Archangel Michael Church and par-

ticipation in the annual golf outing event. The “In Memo-

riam Spirit Award” was started five years ago in memory 

of Carl Watson, Gus Keen, Perry Alexiou, Steve Dramet-

enos, Andy Cyprus and James Nacos, all of whom were 

very loyal participants and supporters of the golf outing 

from its inception.

Please save the date for next year’s 23rd Annual Archan-

gel Michael Church Golf Outing scheduled for June 9, 2016 

at Plandome Country Club. We look forward to a bigger 

and even more successful 2016 event. We hope to see you 

there next year.

 

FELLOWSHIP “NIGHTS” 2015-16

Please mark your calendars for the following Fellowship “Nights”:
September 13th, (Welcome Back, following the Liturgy)

November 21st, February 6th, April 22nd
End-of-Year BBQ TBA

FESTIVAL RIDES

HOPE/JOY and PreSchool are again pre-selling ½ price ticket 
sheets for the rides at the Festival.

Each sheet has 44 tickets and will be sold for $25
Ticket sheets will be sold:

Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning Sept. 15th,
from 4-7pm during Greek School,

Sundays, Sept. 13th and 20th following the Divine Liturgy
and beginning Sept. 14th during Preschool hours.

“The Watsonian” Golf Outing

COLLEGE STUDENTS AND PARENTS

The Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) is the official 

campus ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.  

OCF is a growing vital ministry to young adults 

who are looking for an Orthodox Christian community 

while in college. Visit ocf.net  and navigate the site 

for registration, a list of campuses, available resources 

and retreat/event opportunities in the U.S. and abroad.

SAVE THE DATE

GOYA’s Annual Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, October 4th after the Divine Liturgy

Proceeds	to	benefit	charitable	/	philanthropic	causes

All are welcome!

ADULT GREEK CLASSES
Registration for Adult Greek Classes will take place

the first week of October.
Classes will begin in mid-October.

For information & registration call 516-944-3184
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Youth Choir Rehearsal
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Liturgy
 - Nativity of
 the Theotokos
 (Chapel)
9:30a
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ARCHANGEL MICHAEL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

September Calendar 2015
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trumpet@archangelmichaelchurch.org.
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PHILLIPS BROKERAGE, INC.

LOW COST
AUTO-HOMEOWNERS

BUSINESS

CHRISTOPHER DRITSAS
Principal
Insurance Broker
cdritsas@phillipsbrokerage.com

VISIT US AT OUR NEW LOCATION
180 MAIN ST

PORT WASHINGTON, NY 11750
TELELPHONE (516) 489-9800

FAX (516) 489-0266

Cassandra Savas Nash
Licensed Real Estate  
Salesperson
cassandra@beninatiassociates.com 
www.BeninatiAssociates.com
Office: 631.765.5333 
Mobile: 917.270.0303

Southold, NY 
2.8 acres in exclusive Paradise Point - 

boat basin and beautiful private sandy bay beach.  
Master suite - 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, large eat-in kitchen.  
“Pièce de résistance” - 3200-bottle professional wine cellar 

and tasting room for the connoisseur of fine living!
Exclusive.  Internet # 11217. $1,829,000

www.avenueortho.com
www.elliman.com/amichalidis
mailto:annamichalidis@elliman.com


Archangel Michael 
Greek Orthodox Church
100 Fairway Drive
Port Washington, NY 11050

Archangel Michael Church
2015 GREEK FESTIVAL

ON THE HARBOR

Archangel Michael Church
2015 GREEK FESTIVAL

ON THE HARBOR
North Hempstead Beach Park •  Port  Washington

Fri. SEPT 25 4-11PM
Sat. SEPT 26 NOOON-11PM

Sun, Sept 27 1-8pm

Please Help By:
Becoming a Sponsor or Donor

Volunteering to help at the Festival
Donating to Fabulous Find or

Baking Cookies

FREE PARKING • FREE ADMISSION

FIREWORKS SATURDAY NIGHT!!
Fri. SEPT 25 4-11PM • Sat. SEPT 26 NOOON-11PM • Sun, Sept 27 1-8pm

Please contact Michael Psyllos or Peter Stavrinos at festival@archangelmichaelchurch.org for further information.




