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It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16

Sat., Feb. 27th: 
Fellowship Night
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Our vision is to provide 
a loving, caring and 
welcoming environment 
where all belong and 
grow in the faith through 
worship, service, witness 
and fellowship.

Mission
Statement

Vision
Statement

The Archangel Michael Greek 
Orthodox Church is dedicated 
to the continuation of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ’s ministry of salvation 
through the proclamation 
and teaching of the Gospel. 
We are a community of 
individuals and families who 
share the traditions and 
ageless beliefs of our Holy 
Orthodox Christian Faith.
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Faithfully in His Service,

Fr. Nikolas

  
 
   

 

Pastoral Message from Father Nikolas

 

“Let the little 

children come to me; 

do not stop them; 

for it is to such as 

these that the 

kingdom of 

God belongs.”

A Church That Isn't Crying Is Dying

As I was preparing for a baptism recently and while 
providing some direction to the godparents of the child, I 
referred to our church's "Comfort Room" in the narthex 
area as the "Cry Room" and deservedly so, got a chuckle 
in response.  Yes, in Church we primarily glorify God and 
sing His praise in prayer, chanting and movement, and 
yes, we do also cry - there's "a time to cry and a time to 
laugh" (Ecclesiastes 3:4)...see also Romans 12:15: 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep.”  But "Cry Room" evokes an image of disruptive 
children and overwhelmed parents and is probably not the 
kind of crying that the Bible is referring to in these 
passages anyway, and not the kind of image to provide to 
new parents.For this reason, this kind of 'crying' as it 
relates to worship and church life should have been 
removed from my lexicon long ago, shame on me -- not 
only because of scriptural context but 
all the more now with three children 
under 4 years old in our home and in 
the car - I don't actually hear crying 
anymore - I hear joyful noise. 

As the glow of the Christ Child's birth 
carries us into the new year, and to 
color this picture a bit more, a 
beloved professor from seminary, Rev. 
Dr. Philip Zymaris reminds us that 
"Everybody worships and glorifies God 
the way they can (emphasis mine). 
We believe that the Liturgy is an icon 
of and participation in the Kingdom of 
God and there will be plenty of 
children in the Kingdom of God so 
those who are disturbed by children
in our worship services must get used to this fact now!" 
Our story as human beings made in the image and 
likeness of God (and certainly as Orthodox Christians) is 
that we all have something to offer and that is why 
infants are initiated into full sacramental participation 
when they are baptized, joining the fullness of Commu-
nion (koinonia) or community as it is made manifest in 
the Divine Liturgy. Their cries are an offering of sorts - 
everyone has a place and a purpose in the Kingdom.

Simply put, our children will learn how to behave at the 
Heavenly Banquet when we bring them from the "kiddie 
table" of the classroom into the Divine Liturgy. Just 
imagine for a moment a child who is kept at the kiddie 
table for every meal and family gathering as he grows 
and matures to 18 years - when he is finally a "reasoning 
adult" and heading to college on his/her own, he/she 
will not have learned how to truly behave at the "adult 
table" - eating with his hands, not picking up her plate, 
etc. This is why our children benefit from being along-
side adults who can (usually) model proper table 
manners, etiquette, and reverence at the table prepared 
for us by our Lord at the Divine Liturgy, and not banished 
from the Kingdom. Fr. Zymaris reminds us that "we have 
to realize that children glorify God by being children, 

not by being something they are not.  They are part of 
the worship experience.
 
Remember how Christ said 'Let the little children come to 
me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of God belongs.' (Mark 10:14) when the apostles 
tried to hinder them for 'convenience's sake.' The sights 
and sounds, smells and bells are all great sensory experi-
ences for them and on a mystical (not intellectual) level, 
they experience God.

Moreover, the Church celebrates Feast Days that attest to 
the place of infants and children in and a part of the 
community of worship. Forty days after the Feast of the 
Nativity of Our Lord (February 2) and concurrent with this 
issue of the Trumpet, the Church celebrates His Presenta-
tion in the Temple ('H 'Υπαπαντή τοû Κυρίου).  The name 
of this feast, Υπαπαντή, is sometimes rendered as “Meet-
ing” in English. But some scholars have more accurately 

described the meaning of the word 
closer to a “going out and welcoming 
someone,” so “Reception” would also 
be appropriate.  As an infant, and in 
accordance with the Jewish tradition, 
we can say that Jesus was received 
into the temple.

Once the four gospel narratives have 
finished with the story of Christ's 
Nativity, most of them move swiftly 
to His years of public ministry at age 
30, with little to no detail regarding 
the years of His youth, adolescence 
and what we would today call "young 
adulthood." There is only brief 
mention of his presence in the temple 

at Jerusalem at twelve years old when his parents, after 
some "anxious" searching "found him in the temple, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions; and all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers." (See Luke 2:41-52)

Therefore my beloved brothers and sisters, my prayer is 
that we too find our children in the temple, not only in 
the classroom, and that they are received into the 
temple by the entire Church family, where they will 
meet Christ. No one can ever understand the majesty and 
mystery of God intellectually - we approach Him through 
our worship experience, by a way of life, a sacramental 
living that is inclusive, not exclusive. Let us then 
welcome, accept and value the presence of children, 
even if there is crying and fussiness. After all, they too 
will be in the eternal Kingdom. 

    

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16



LITURGIES (*denotes Chapel)

Thursday, December 31st       7:00 pm, Vesperal Liturgy: 
         St. Basil the Great

Tuesday, January 5th       7:30 pm, Vesperal Liturgy:
         Pre-Epiphany Liturgy  

Wednesday, January 6th       9:30 am, Liturgy: Epiphany and  
         Blessings of the Waters

Thursday, January 7th       9:30 am, Liturgy: 
         St. John The Baptist

Saturday, January 16th       10:30 am, Liturgy:
         Challenge Liturgy

 
   

 
   

       
            

Saturday, January 30th             9:30 am, Liturgy:  
      The Three Hierarchs

Tuesday, February 2nd       9:30 am, Liturgy:
      Presentation Of Our Lord

Wednesday, February 10th * 9:30 am, Liturgy: 
      St. Haralambos

 

Saturday, February 27th

SACRAMENTS

      2:30 pm, Baptism: Child of   
      Nick and Maria Karafotias

 

Worship Services & Sacraments
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News & Events     

Stewardship Update

Stewardship:  No Magic Pills
 
Anyone who does not sleep well knows the “Magic Pill Hour” on television—when infomercials tout the 
miracle solutions to every problem in our American life. You don’t need willpower or the slow, steady work 
of diet and exercise.  You only need three easy payments of $19.95!
 
Are there really that many gullible people out there?  I would like to think not, but apparently I’m wrong.  
There is a real market for magic pills … and not just for matters of health.  We are a society that is addicted 
to quick fixes.
 
But quick fixes are rarely good fixes.  We had a meeting recently of the youth leaders of the parish to talk 
about what we could do to keep our children in the church as they moved into the college years and beyond, 
for that is ultimately the goal of our youth ministries.  I did some research on the subject: what programs 
work best?  What style of ministry proves effective?  Do you know what I learned?  There is no magic pill.
 
There are groups that have done scientific surveys on these issues.  Do you know what they showed?  The 
prescription for growing young people who are actively involved in church in their adulthood is this:  
you raise them in a family where the parents love each other and where the father and the mother are 
weekly church-goers, all four seasons of the year.  There is no program, no sports league, no summer 
camp, no retreat, no revival that can match this combination for making lifelong church-goers out of our 
kids. 
 
I would like to draw a parallel to stewardship.  Stewardship of our church is really one of those areas 
where we have indulged the fantasy of magic pills.  Why do we have this community, with this building 
and this staff and these activities?  In a word, salvation.  This whole business of church—and it behooves us 
to use the word “business” in this discussion—exists for one reason and one reason only:  to bring you to 
salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.  You are here because you understand yourself to be perishing and you 
seek from God the salvation that you need.
 
Now, who should pay for your salvation and spiritual values?  You? Or some non-parishioners with a taste for 
souvlaki and baklava?  Churches have budgets: too often they try to meet those budgets in ways that involve 
other people’s money. 
 
There is no magic pill to replace stewardship.  Only dedicated, regular, sacrificial giving of your treasures, 
proportional to the blessings you receive—only this in the long run serves to fund churches adequately. 

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16

Saturday, February 20th 10:30 am, Liturgy: 
Challenge Liturgy

 
It’s a lot to ask.  And the church wouldn’t ask it of you … except it’s the only way.  If you want to have a 
church, a community with a building to house its worship and its activities, you have to ante up. You 
have to give—and give a lot.
 
And to be a good steward, you also have to balance your spending on creature comforts. You have to weigh 
the pleasures of life against the good of your soul.   It is problematic when a Christian spends more in a 
year on the country club than he gives to his church, or spends more on season tickets or cable TV than 
he gives to his church.  There is a problem there, a profound problem of spiritual wellness.
 
Here’s the bottom line: good stewardship is hard.  We fool ourselves when we fail to say that out loud.  It’s 
really a burden to keep a church going, a burden on the families that hope to find salvation through the 
church.  A lot of churches advertise stewardship like something fun and easy. It isn’t. It won’t be.  And if it 
is, then whatever you’re doing isn’t really stewardship.
 
There is no magic pill.
 
And yet … there is.  If you really do commit yourself to the hard work of good stewardship, you will find that 
your sacrificial giving is itself the magic pill.
 
When we give up on looking for magic pills to solve our church’s financial problems, paradoxically, we discov-
er God’s miraculous medicine for so many of our spiritual ills: namely, faithful, meaningful, generous, com-
mitted, proportional, regular sacrificial stewardship. 
 
May our one true God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, enlighten you as you declare your commit-
ment to the Lord in your act of stewardship.
 
--adapted from a sermon by Fr. Mark Sietsema, of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Trinity in Lansing, Michigan.
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Key Facts and Figures as of 11/30/15

2015 pledges: $556,965

2015 amount collected: $511,852
which is 92% of the goal and 53% of 
operating expenses

Our church’s goal is to sustain 100%
of our church operations and ministries
through stewardship 

Total expenses: 
$968,000 

Gap to cover operating 
expenses: 
$413,000

2015 
Stewardship 
amount collected
to date 
$511,852 

Gap to stewardship goal:
$43,148

Together We Can Do It!

STEWARDSHIP 2016

The Stewardship 2016 information packet will 
be arriving shortly. Please consider 1% to 3% of 
your annual income as a starting point for your 

stewardship pledge.

Stewardship Update (cont’d)

News & Events
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Stewardship:  No Magic Pills
 
Anyone who does not sleep well knows the “Magic Pill Hour” on television—when infomercials tout the 
miracle solutions to every problem in our American life. You don’t need willpower or the slow, steady work 
of diet and exercise.  You only need three easy payments of $19.95!
 
Are there really that many gullible people out there?  I would like to think not, but apparently I’m wrong.  
There is a real market for magic pills … and not just for matters of health.  We are a society that is addicted 
to quick fixes.
 
But quick fixes are rarely good fixes.  We had a meeting recently of the youth leaders of the parish to talk 
about what we could do to keep our children in the church as they moved into the college years and beyond, 
for that is ultimately the goal of our youth ministries.  I did some research on the subject: what programs 
work best?  What style of ministry proves effective?  Do you know what I learned?  There is no magic pill.
 
There are groups that have done scientific surveys on these issues.  Do you know what they showed?  The 
prescription for growing young people who are actively involved in church in their adulthood is this:  
you raise them in a family where the parents love each other and where the father and the mother are 
weekly church-goers, all four seasons of the year.  There is no program, no sports league, no summer 
camp, no retreat, no revival that can match this combination for making lifelong church-goers out of our 
kids. 
 
I would like to draw a parallel to stewardship.  Stewardship of our church is really one of those areas 
where we have indulged the fantasy of magic pills.  Why do we have this community, with this building 
and this staff and these activities?  In a word, salvation.  This whole business of church—and it behooves us 
to use the word “business” in this discussion—exists for one reason and one reason only:  to bring you to 
salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.  You are here because you understand yourself to be perishing and you 
seek from God the salvation that you need.
 
Now, who should pay for your salvation and spiritual values?  You? Or some non-parishioners with a taste for 
souvlaki and baklava?  Churches have budgets: too often they try to meet those budgets in ways that involve 
other people’s money. 
 
There is no magic pill to replace stewardship.  Only dedicated, regular, sacrificial giving of your treasures, 
proportional to the blessings you receive—only this in the long run serves to fund churches adequately. 

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16

 
It’s a lot to ask.  And the church wouldn’t ask it of you … except it’s the only way.  If you want to have a 
church, a community with a building to house its worship and its activities, you have to ante up. You 
have to give—and give a lot.
 
And to be a good steward, you also have to balance your spending on creature comforts. You have to weigh 
the pleasures of life against the good of your soul.   It is problematic when a Christian spends more in a 
year on the country club than he gives to his church, or spends more on season tickets or cable TV than 
he gives to his church.  There is a problem there, a profound problem of spiritual wellness.
 
Here’s the bottom line: good stewardship is hard.  We fool ourselves when we fail to say that out loud.  It’s 
really a burden to keep a church going, a burden on the families that hope to find salvation through the 
church.  A lot of churches advertise stewardship like something fun and easy. It isn’t. It won’t be.  And if it 
is, then whatever you’re doing isn’t really stewardship.
 
There is no magic pill.
 
And yet … there is.  If you really do commit yourself to the hard work of good stewardship, you will find that 
your sacrificial giving is itself the magic pill.
 
When we give up on looking for magic pills to solve our church’s financial problems, paradoxically, we discov-
er God’s miraculous medicine for so many of our spiritual ills: namely, faithful, meaningful, generous, com-
mitted, proportional, regular sacrificial stewardship. 
 
May our one true God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, enlighten you as you declare your commit-
ment to the Lord in your act of stewardship.
 
--adapted from a sermon by Fr. Mark Sietsema, of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Trinity in Lansing, Michigan.
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News & Events

 

Feeding the Hungry Philoptochos

 

  by JoAnne and Eliana Salloum of HOPE/JOY

 

On Tuesday November 3rd, several people from 
Philoptochos, HOPE/JOY and GOYA  got together to 
make 400 sandwiches for the INN Hempstead House, 
which is a soup kitchen.  Once we all made the sand-
wiches, we packed them up and left to volunteer in 
the soup kitchen. Archangel Michael Church was kind 
enough to donate sandwiches, toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, and soap. 

Mr. Gene gave us a tour of the INN. He showed us all 
the showers, bookcases, the cafeteria, and their 
little boutique. That afternoon they had about 200 
people eating and 60 people who took a shower at the 
Hempstead House. This is such an impressive facility. 
It provides free showers, hot meals, clothing, and 
canned goods. Every Friday they open up a makeshift 
supermarket where the guests can take one item 
from each shelf. This is the only soup kitchen on Long 
Island that provides free showers. Each guest that 
showered received a new t-shirt, underwear, and 
socks. They could also go pick out as much clothing as 
they would like from its boutique. 

Once Mr. Gene was done giving us the tour, he 
assigned us two tasks. Half of us sorted the shampoo 
bottles, conditioner bottles, the bars of soap and the 
lotions that were donated by many different people. 
The other half of us had to wrap bath towels with a 
bottle of shampoo, conditioner, lotion, and a bar of 
soap. We had to make 100 of those, but we probably 
made more. They had given us very few towels and 
told us to use these large paper towels once we ran 
out. We wanted absolutely no part in giving the 
guests paper towels to dry themselves. JoAnne felt so 
bad that she went and searched the facility until she 
found two large bins full of donated towels. Then we 
made enough towels to last the Hempstead House 
two days.

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16
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News & Events

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

provide the education and life skills these women 
need to live productive and successful lives once they 
have found emotional healing. This will include GED 
tutoring and enrollment in Suffolk Community 
College to qualified participants. Additionally, life 
skills such as cooking, personal finance, computer 
education, along with health and hygiene will be part 
of the life skills component offered to the partici-
pants…job training will be offered to program partic-
ipants.”  Please join our chapter as we host the 
Direct Archdiocesan District Philoptochos Lenten 
Retreat to bring awareness to this cause.

Date: Saturday, April 16, 2016           Time: 9:00 AM
Location:  Archangel Michael Greek Orthodox Church
Topic:  Human Trafficking on Long Island
Speakers:  Sisters of All Saints Monastery, Calverton, NY

Our Annual Christmas Brunch featured our first ever 
Polo by Ralph Lauren Mother/Daughter Fashion Show 
and as always was the main fundraiser needed to 
support our Philanthropic commitments. 

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16
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Greece is an amazing country known for its breathtak-
ing views and monuments, such as the Parthenon.  Yet 
lately, little do most people know, most of the residents 
in Greece are facing great economic hardships due to 
the banks closing and leaving people with no way to ac-
cess their own accounts. Because of this, thousands of 
citizens are unable to purchase food, water, and other 
common household necessities, and endure great dif-

how IOCC is helping those in need:  Lou told us that 
IOCC, alongside the John L. Santikos Charitable Founda-
tion of the San Antonio Area, has raised over $500,000 
to aid the citizens affected by the closing of the banks 
in Greece. Because of these two organizations, many 

both IOCC and  the John Santikos Foundation have also 
sent thousands of volunteers and workers to set up soup 
kitchens, emergency response teams, education  ser-
vices  for children, and water and sanitation  services. 

To symbolize how the IOCC works each day to aid fami-
lies in need, Lou concluded the program by handing out 
to the children who attended Fellowship Night, rem-
nants of leather shoes from Ethiopia.

All in all, by Lou Zagami visiting us at Fellowship night, 
we learned how every person can make somebody else’s 
life better.  We can all help by donating even a small 

 

Our Fellowship Night, on Friday, November 20th, began 
with everyone gathering in the church where Fr. Dennis 
and Fr. Nikolas led us in worship with “The Compline 
of Thanksgiving”. Everyone then proceeded to the Fel-
lowship Hall to partake of a delicious dinner followed 
by an IOCC presentation and the assembling of Hygiene 

participants.

 How the IOCC is Changing Lives at AMC and 
Across the Globe                                                       

  by Christopher Pantelias  

Throughout the modern day world, people are suffer-
ing, enduring natural disasters and events which may 
endanger the future of their own daily lives. However, 
the IOCC. (International Orthodox Christian Charities) 
is making a difference across the globe by providing 
food, shelter and suitable drinking water to those who 
are in need of even the most basic supplies for their 
daily lives. 

night on November 20th. Speaker Lou Zagami showed 
us slides of the people IOCC helps and showed us that 
what volunteers do, even from far away, really helps 
them.   Lou described how he witnessed people living 
in poverty, disease, and unsanitary conditions within 
their own homes. When visiting one particular coun-
try, Lou described people suffering from the disease of 
“Podoconiosis” or “mossy foot disease”. This disease 
causes large amounts of swelling at the feet from walk-
ing on areas which contain volcanic ash from nearby 
volcanoes. By donating to the IOCC, we can prevent 
this particular disease from occurring by paying for the 
digging of clean water wells within villages and pro-
viding shoes to prevent citizens from walking on the 
volcanic ash.  He told us that these people, and a lot 
of others all over the world, do not even have basic 
sanitary supplies.  That is why everybody at Fellow-
ship Night helped make Hygiene Kits, which contained 
things like a toothbrush, soap, towels, a comb and ban-
daids.  These are things most of us don’t even think 
about using.  By the end of the program, over 430 hy-
giene kits were made in order to aid children and their 
families across the globe!

News and Events

Fellowship Night

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
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for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
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tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16
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amount of money, which would make a big difference 
for families who need it most.  In my opinion, the 
IOCC is an extraordinary organization which aids mil-
lions of needy families across the globe. In conclusion, 
by making hygiene kits and learning about  IOCC, I 
knew I was making a difference in the world for fami-
lies in need of assistance every day.

The Greek School Board extends its warmest wishes 
to our students, our teachers, our parents and all the 
members of our wonderful Archangel Michael Family 
for a Happy 2016!  May this year be better than all 
others.

The Archangel Michael Greek Language Institute was 
blessed with a beautiful Christmas program performed 
by grades kindergarten through six. 

We will commemorate the Feast Day of the Three Hi-
erarchs and Greek Letters Day this month by celebrat-
ing the successes of our 2015 students who took The 
Comprehensive Examination in Modern Greek (former-
ly known as the New York State Regents Examination).  
This exam is the foreign language achievement test 

-
ing, reading, and writing Modern Greek.

The Board is proud to announce the following stu-
dents will receive the annual Socratic Award for pass-

ing with 85% or above on The Comprehensive Exami-
nation in Modern Greek:  Vasilios Kambouras, Angeli 
Kapetanos, Stelios Katopodis, Styliani Rallis and Ste-
ven Zgaljardic. Congratulations and may all our stu-
dents emulate the Three Hierarchs’ love of learning 
and love of kindness and compassion for one another.

Please be reminded that midterms will take place on 
January 19th and 21st.  All students will be well pre-
pared provided they make good use of the study ma-
terials provided by their teachers. 

We ask that our community support our Greek School 
at our annual Glendi scheduled for Friday, January 
22nd.  It is always a fun family event and our children 
will be entertaining everyone with traditional Greek 
dances.

Please “Save the Date” for our 2016 Greek Inde-
pendence Day Parade on Sunday April 10, 2016. The 
School Board requests that all AMC students join us in 
celebrating the heritage that our forefathers fought 
so gallantly to uphold.  Let’s make 2016 the best and 
largest AMC parade turnout!  Round-trip bus service 
will be provided for everyone.  It is free, convenient, 
and fun.  Snacks are provided and best of all, there is 
no need to look for parking.  We look forward to see-
ing you all!

Κάλή Xρoνιá

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

We hope everyone had blessed holidays! On Tuesday 
January 5th, the PTA will welcome our students back 
to Greek School with the blessing and cutting of Vasi-
lopita in all classrooms.  Congratulations to the lucky 
coin winners!! 

As 2016 rolls in, our plans for the annual PTA sponsored 
Glendi are well underway.  The “Winter Wonderland 
Glendi 2016” will take place on Friday, January 22nd 
at The Inn at New Hyde Park.  Join us for a fun evening 

of course, dance performances by our very own Greek 
School students!

Reserve your seats today by emailing 
gspta@archangelmichaelchurch.org

News and Events

Greek School Board

Greek School PTA

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16
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On Sunday, November 15th, our Sunday School held a 
successful bake sale fundraiser for the purchase of a 
new wooden stable to be used for our Annual Christmas 
Pageant.  The support that we received from the com-
munity was overwhelming!  We would like to express 
a special thank you to Maria Signorile and Ourania 
Lountzis for the baked goods.  Many thanks to Simone 
Politidis, Karen Zaffos, Stefanie Angelides, Alysse Zaf-
fos, our Sunday school teachers, Sunday School chil-
dren and everyone who came out to help and support 
us. Your assistance was greatly appreciated.

On Sunday, December 20th, we held our Annual Christ-
mas Pageant.  This year the pageant was held in the 
Fellowship Hall after the Divine Liturgy. We had a great 
turnout and the children were so excited. It was a 
beautiful production celebrating the Birth of our Lord. 
Our children performed enthusiastically and were 
great! Thank you to our chairpersons, Georgia Katsou-

  sa llew sa ,sedilegnA einahpetS dna sinamuoD ybbiL ,sil
to Alysse Zaffos and all of the Sunday School teachers, 
children and parents who helped to make our presen-
tation of the Nativity so special.  

Every week following Holy Communion, Fr. Dennis and 
Fr. Nikolas meet different grades in the chapel for a les-
son on The Special Services of our Church. Each month, 
a different Holy Day blessing or service is discussed. 
This interesting and enlightening program will contin-
ue throughout the year. In November and December 
the children learned about Fixed, Movable, and Saints’ 

Kindergarten and 1st grade classes spent some time in 
the chapel as well.

of January and February, at which time Fr. Dennis and 
Fr. Nikolas will be discussing Vasilopita, Epiphany and 
40 Day Blessing.

Jan. 3rd & Feb. 7th: Grades 2, 3, and 4  
Jan. 10th & Feb. 21st: Grades 5, 6, and 7 

Jan. 24th & Feb. 28th: Grade 8, and Young Adults

Jan. 31st: Nursery, Pre-K, K and 1st  

The 2016 St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival will 
be held on March 13th. Students have received the 
topics from their Sunday School teachers; topics are 

that parents will encourage their children to partici-
pate in this wonderful experience. The top speakers 
in the Junior and Senior Divisions will advance to the 

then represent their district at the Metropolis Ora-
torical Festival.  Workshops will be offered in January 
and February (dates TBA), at which time advisors and 
teachers will have the opportunity to work with the 
children on their topics. 

Happy New Year! Καλή Χρονιá!

News and Events

Sunday School

CPR/AED CLASS

Learn how to save a life! Register for the AMC 
sponsored CPR/AED training class scheduled for 

Saturday, January 23rd, from 9am-12:30pm.  
Please contact the church office:info@archangel-
michaelchurch.org or 516-944-3180 and provide 
your name, email address and phone number.

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16

mailto:info@archangelmichaelchurch.org
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News and Events

Preschool

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

As this issue of the Trumpet was going to 
print, the results of the Parish Council elec-
tions and the 2016 Executive Board were not 
yet available. The results will appear in the 

next issue of the Trumpet.

PANHELLENIC SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
     

The PanHellenic Scholarship Awards are of-
fered to recognize and honor Greek Ameri-

can students of high scholastic achievement 
and to reward all recipients with monetary 
awards. Applicants must be full-time under-
graduate students who currently attend an 
accredited university/college in the United 

States and are pursuing a four-year bachelor 
degree. The application deadline is 

 February 1, 2016. For the application 
 and further information please visit: 

www.panhellenicscholarships.org 

BLESSING OF THE HOMES

According to an age-old tradition, during the 
days and weeks following the Epiphany of our 
Lord, the homes of the faithful are blessed.  

The blessing involves the visitation of 
Fr. Dennis or Fr. Nikolas, who will 
   bring Holy Water sanctified
 on the Feastday of our Lord’s 

Baptism, and will bless the home and all 
present.  Those wishing to schedule a house 
blessing should contact the church office at 

516-944-3180.

STEWARDSHIP 2016

The Stewardship 2016 information packet will 
be arriving shortly. Please consider 1% to 3% of 
your annual income as a starting point for your 

stewardship pledge.

It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16

Both January and February will be busy months at the 
Archangel Michael Preschool!   After being welcomed 
back for the New Year, the children will make snow-
men, snowflakes and mittens to decorate our rooms.  
We will learn about and celebrate the Epiphany and 
the Feast of the Three Hierarchs.  In February, the 
children eagerly look forward to Groundhog Day and 
are also excited about making and sending Valentine’s 
Day cards.  Our rooms will be decorated with cherry 
trees and portraits of our Presidents in celebration of 
President’s week.

The Toddler class is continuing to learn to count and 
recognize colors, shapes and body parts. The children 
are enjoying music and movement with Ms. Cecilia 
and Greek lessons with Ms. Linda.

The Nursery class will be working on days of the week 
and months of the year, and on fine motor skills by 
coloring, cutting and playing with Play-Doh.  They are 
learning colors and numbers in Greek through songs 
and finger play.

The Pre-K children are working on numbers 1-30 using 
various manipulatives and continuing letter recogni-
tion from O-U.  As they prepare for “moving up” to 
kindergarten, activities will focus on becoming more 
independent and building confidence.  They continue 
to practice and learn their colors and numbers in 
Greek, and they are also using their Greek books to 
color and learn new words.

Save the Date for our Preschool Open House on Thurs-
day, March 17th.  All are welcome to come to meet 
our teachers and staff for the 2016-17 school year.  
Parents, children and siblings are all welcome!  Please 
contact us at preschool@archangelmichaelchurch.org 
or 516-944-3184 for more information.

GODPARENT MONTH

February has been designated as Godparent 
Month. Throughout the month, Godparents 

are encouraged to attend the Divine Liturgy 
with their Godchildren to worship and 
receive Holy Communion together. In 
addition, February 7th has the special 
distinction of being Godparent Sunday.

mailto:preschool@archangelmichaelchurch.org


AMC 
YOUTH
PROGRAMS: GOYA
It was indeed a SEASON OF GIVING, as we continued to distribute the proceeds from our 
Annual Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser to such charities as Toys for Tots and a local family in 
need.   Once again, we would like to thank the Old Westbury Diner, Marathon Energy and 
GOYA’s families for their generous contributions. 

Tots programs.  The GOYAns had a great time selecting gifts and then enjoyed dinner and 
fellowship at Old Westbury Diner. 

After the Liturgy on November 22nd, as a Thanksgiving offering, GOYA went to Our Lady of 
Fatima Church in Port Washington to make Thanksgiving baskets to be donated to those in 
need so that they could enjoy a Thanksgiving Day Dinner.  GOYAns brought with them all the 
trimmings for a Thanksgiving meal which included turkey, potatoes, fruit, vegetables, gravy, 

contribution of ten turkeys. GOYAns experienced the true meaning of Thanksgiving!

It was also a SEASON OF CELEBRATIONS.  On 
December 4th,  AMC GOYA enjoyed the an-
nual Christmas Tree Decorating and Nativity 
Gathering. Together the GOYAns, spent an 
afternoon decorating the tree in the rotunda 
while dressed in their ugly Christmas sweat-
ers, exchanging Secret Santa gifts while they 
laughed and enjoyed pizza. 
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It has been amazing to see so many new faces at our 
monthly meetings! Thank you to all who are new or 
renewed members and especially for taking on so many 
new projects on behalf of Philoptochos. We are 
juggling quite a few balls in the air right now!

Thanks to the generosity of our entire community, we 
collected over twenty boxes of paper goods for Proj-
ect Mexico/St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico 
and also raised money and collected gifts for their 
Santa’s Helpers program. In November we coordinated 
with GOYA and HOPE/JOY to make and deliver over 
1400 sandwiches for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition 
Network) in Hempstead along with 400 sets of toilet-
ries donated by a parishioner.  We joined together with 
AMCares to assemble hygiene kits on behalf of the 
IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) for 
victims of natural and man-made disasters, and at this 
writing, our Hat, Scarf & Glove Drive has begun in 
earnest toward the goal of collecting at least 500 sets 
for distribution during our “Feed the Homeless” cam-
paign at Times Square on December 29, 2015.  As our 
community comes together to show our love and grati-
tude by helping those who are without a bed to sleep in 
and warm clothes to wear during the winter months, 
please remember never to hesitate to bring to the 
attention of Philoptochos any person or family in need 
who you would like us to try to "adopt" and know that 
we will always do our best to make a difference for 
them.

Human Trafficking Initiative update - Human traffick-
ing is likened to modern day slavery by subjecting 
those vulnerable, to forced labor or sexual exploita-
tion.  The Sisters of All Saints Monastery envision the 
creation of a program for survivors that is rehabilita-
tive, healing, and transformational. To quote from 
their Mission Statement, “Our principle foundation to 
our program is to provide free housing for women 
survivors who participate in our program. Women will 
be allowed to stay rent free for 2 years as they find 
recovery and healing and are given the necessary 
education they will need to provide for themselves 
and live independently...be provided with individual 
therapy and group therapy…and our program will

Since the beginning of our new term this past Septem-
ber, our philanthropic commitments include but are 
not limited to: Unicef, General Medical Fund, 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Michael’s Home, 
National Philoptochos Emergency Fund,  Children’s 
Medical Fund, St. Barbara’s, National Sisterhood of 
Presbyteras, The Challenge Liturgy, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteras Benevolent Fund and  Ground Zero 
Fund for St. Nicholas Shrine   For more detailed 
information about our outreach, please visit the 
Social Services as well as the Ministry links on the 
Philoptochos website:  
http://www.philoptochos.org/

Please consider joining us as we expand our ministry 
of Nursing Home Visits such as to St. Michael’s 
Home. Our chapter regularly visits on the first 
Wednesday of every month and we are coordinating 
with other parish organizations for future visits on 
other days.

Calling on All Philoptochos Sisters: Please don't forget  
Archbishop Demetrios appeal of $100 per Philopto-
chos member toward the ongoing effort for the 
construction of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. All 53 chapters in our District will be a part of 
building this shrine. Please know that every chapter 
and donor will be recognized.

Finally, did you know that Philoptochos provides the 
bagels each week for our entire community and also 
regularly hosts the coffee hour after church? If your 
family or your organization would like to host on any 
given Sunday, please contact us at Philopto-
chos@ArchangelMichaelChurch.org

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING PHILOPTOCHOS EVENTS
Meetings:  Mon. 1/4, Sun. 2/7, Mon. 3/7,  
*Sun. 4/3, Membership Tea (No Board Meeting)  
Mon. 5/2, Mon. 6/6

Events:  
Go Red for Heart Health Campaign: Sunday, 2/7/16  
DAD Lenten Retreat to Raise Awareness for Human 
Trafficking on LI: Saturday, 4/16/16 
Dress For Success Clothing Drive: May 2016 
End of  Year Dinner: Monday, 6/15/16



As this issue of the Trumpet was going to 
print, the GOYAns were eagerly awaiting 
the December 27th, Five Borough Inter-
GOYA dance at Central in Astoria.  GOY-
Ans from the city and Long Island always 
have a wonderful time at this annual 
celebration.

Some events that we are looking forward 
to in 2016:  InterGOYA Ski Trip, Camp St 
Paul’s Reunion, AMC Sandwich Making 
for the INN, Gym Night, InterGOYA Dance 
and more social gatherings.  GOYAns, 
please look out for more emails which 

events.  If you are not currently  receiv-
ing emails, please contact goya@archan-
gelmichaelchurch.org with your name and 
email address.  

Wishing everyone a very Happy and Blessed New Year! 

Greek Dance Troupe
The Greek Dance Troupe had their second performance of the year at the Challenge Liturgy 
Christmas Luncheon on December 12th.  The children had a great time performing in front of 
a very appreciative crowd.

 

      

 We proudly perform at various church functions as well as at other performance venues 
throughout the year, including the End-of-the-Year community BBQ in June. The Troupe 
practices on Saturday mornings with their respective age groups.  Registration is ongoing 
and all are welcome to join!

For more information please contact: greekdance@archangelmichaelchurch.org.
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Athle�cs: Soccer

AMC B2 soccer team and their 
coaches, Chris Dritsas, Tom Gargas, 
George Kaparos and Dr. Frankie 
Tsiamtsiouris.

Several of our GOYANs, together with par-
ents and coaches took a trip to Baltimore, 
MD to participate in the Baltimore Invitation-
al Basketball Tournament. Congratulations to 
the  pictured here!

Basketball
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HOPE/JOY
Happy New Year from the Archangel Michael 
HOPE/JOY.  We are looking forward to many 
wonderful opportunities to work, play and 
come together this year.
 
We topped off 2015 with our Annual Christ-
mas Party.  All the children danced the night 
away while they waited eagerly for a special 
visit from Santa.
 
On November 3 and again on November 11, 
we partnered with the Ladies Philoptochos 
and made sandwiches to Feed the Hungry.  
Using the AMC kitchen,  our youth and other 
parishioners made and delivered 400 sand-

-
wiches on our second run to the  at the INN 
(Inter-Faith Nutrition Network) in Hempstead.  
Some of our families also had the opportunity 
to volunteer at the INN by helping organize 
donations, sort supplies and stock the shelves 
for those in need. 
 
All of our information and details regarding 
events are communicated via email.   Feel 
free to contact us at hopejoy@archangelmi-
chaelchurch.org with any questions or to be 
put on our email list.
 
-



Byzan�ne Youth Choir
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The Youth Choir mastered challenging new music by composers Desby, Bogdanos and Cardiasmenos and 
sang angelically at the Annunciation Church in New York City for the Annual Conference Liturgy of the Arch-
diocesan District Federation of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians.  They are to be commended for being 
outstanding representatives of Archangel Michael Church, as are senior choir members Evangelia Cyprus, 
Eleni Frangopoulos, Gianna Manikas,  Stella Nikas and Maria Pitsironis, who sang in the adult choir along-
side church musicians who traveled from across the country to be a part of the inspirational weekend. In 
addition to the Archdiocesan District, which encompasses the Connecticut and New York area churches, six 
other Federations of Church Musicians were represented.   It was indeed a blessing to have liturgical com-
poser Tikey Zes, National President Maria Keritzis, Peter Vatsures of the National Forum Board, Mid-Eastern 
Federation President Vicki Pappas, Eastern Federation President Paul Mavromichaelis, Southern Federation 
President Lucy Papadakes and George Theodossiou of the Boston Federation, all in attendance. 
A glorious Hierarchical Divine Liturgy was celebrated with beloved Grace Bishop Andonios. The guest choir 
director was Maestro Dr. Jim Maniatis, who created an amazing liturgical experience for our young people. 
He traveled from Denver with his extraordinary wife Connie, who was the guest organist. After the service, 
the Patriarch Athenagoras Distinguished Service Medal was presented to Reverend Father Chrysostomos, 
the priest of the Annunciation Church and the Spiritual Advisor of the Archdiocesan District Federation.  
Following the uplifting service, Miss Eleni, co-director of Archangel Michael’s Byzantine Youth Choir, called 
the names of each youth choir member as they came up to the altar to receive a gift from the Archdiocesan 
Federation of Church Musicians by President, Anna Dounelis, who personally congratulated them for their 
dedication to choir. 

On December 12th, a few weeks after the Conference Liturgy, His Grace Bishop Andonios came to 
Archangel Michael Church for the Challenge Liturgy and Christmas Party.  We shared a truly joyous 
Christmas celebration with our challenged community. Our young choir members felt the true spirit of 
Christmas on that special day.

We will be going to a matinee performance of a Broadway Musical on February 7th. On February 27th,
the Youth Choir, together with the Archangel Michael Church Ladies Philoptochos Society, will be visiting 
the dear folks who reside at St. Michael’s Home in Yonkers, N.Y.  Plans for the trip will be forthcoming.   

Wishing Everyone a Very Blessed New Year!  
With Faith & With Love,  from the members of the Byzantine Youth Choir, Miss Georgia & Miss Eleni



News & Events

Parishioner Reflection

2015 Festival

We have all been deeply saddened by the recent ter-
rible events in Paris.  Our lives seem so fragile in the 
wake of such attacks and we look to the future for our 
children and wonder what it will be like for them.

It scares me to think that this may be the beginning 
of a norm for us...life with terrorism looming in our 
cities, in our schools, in our homes of prayer.  How 
could we possibly change all of this for our children’s 
future?

I remember years ago listening to a program featur-
ing an interview with Billy Graham’s daughter, Anne, 
as she spoke about the destruction around us after the 
September 11th attacks.  One of her comments struck 
me to the core...she basically said that we, as a gen-
eration, have been leaving God out of our lives not 
only in America but everywhere.  We don’t invite Him 
in any longer and He does not force His will and pres-
ence into our homes.  We need to invite Him back.

Now, I’m a mom who every day works very hard at try-
ing to get her kids to their daily activities after a six-
hour school day.  Those six hours (actually 8 from when 
I actually get up), cleaning the house, doing laundry, 
running errands, trying to convince myself to work 
out and getting volunteer work done, are enough to 
drive me crazy...and then the kids come home.  Get-
ting them to eat a snack and to get homework done, 
getting them to Greek School, music, sports etc.  and 
possibly having dinner ready somehow is no easy task 
for a stay-at-home mom.  I don’t know how I did it 
when I worked or how current working moms juggle it 
all with the nanny or sitter, making sure they are get-
ting to where they need to be and at the same time 
dealing with co-workers, bosses, clients etc.

But we get it done of course because this is life...
with a lot of love, a little yelling and some days tough 
love...and at the end of each day we kiss them good-

  ?ew od ro...efas meht speek doG taht yarp dna thgin
Do we forget to bring Him into our busy days and eve-
nings?  I know I do, and I need to heed the advice of 
Anne in bringing Him into our lives every day, every 
night, making sure He knows He is invited into our 
home to guide us, direct us and provide us with His 

Grace so that we can live our lives and help others 
-

come less chaotic and more meaningful and joyful.

If we can all collectively begin to do this not only on 
Sundays during church services, but every day, that 
single prayer becomes a big energy force when it is all 
of us inviting Him back.  That energy has power to do 
much good in the world.  I will continue to try and em-
brace this advice every day so that I can begin making 
a difference for my children and their children, and 
possibly one day together in prayer inviting Him back 
and keeping Him close always will help us change the 
world.

After months of planning, we were blessed with three 
days of great weather, tens of thousands of visitors, 
450 hardworking volunteers (including ~40 youth 
volunteers), more than 10,000 square feet of tents, 
three dozen carnival rides, thousands of “Fabulous 
Finds”,10,000 skewers of souvlaki, 1,500 lbs of gyro, 
200 cases of “Greek” fries, 10,000 home baked Greek 

loukoumades, 250 cases of water, 100 cases of wine, 8 
tons of garbage, and another amazing Festival…

something amazing; we have created a renowned 
event that local and distant neighbors look forward 
to each year.  And more importantly, the Festival has 
raised more than $1 million for the Archangel Michael 
Parish, allowing us to complete the church and facili-
ties construction, plus pay down a substantial amount 
of the church’s debt, and donate back to those who 
are in need (over the past 5 years, AMC has directed a 
portion of our net proceeds to several local food pan-
tries and food banks).

are now in the “history books”, for many of us the 
memories will be long-lasting—and thankfully there 
are plenty of photos to memorialize the good times 
had by all.  As Chairs of the 2015 Greek Festival on the 
Harbor, we were once again honored to work shoulder 
to shoulder with the more than 450 volunteers from 

16 | Archangel Michael | Jan/Feb 2016                                                                                                                                  www.archangelmichaelchurch.org



www.archangelmichaelchurch.org                                                                                                                               Archangel Michael |Jan/Feb 2016 | 17

5K Walk/Run

News & Events

the community; and based on the monies raised for 
the Capital Campaign and the feedback we have once 
again received, this year’s Festival was an extraordi-
nary success.  

will offer our community, there were countless intan-
gible rewards that we all gained from being a part of 
this event.  For example, it was a wonderful opportu-
nity to gather together and celebrate our Hellenic Cul-
ture, with food, music, and fellowship.  Unfortunately 
as Volunteers, we are working so hard during the Festi-

vendors, rides and time with our own families.  How-
ever, the time was still exceptionally rewarding—it of-
fered us a chance to get to know fellow parishioners 
better, while serving the community for a meaningful 
fundraiser.  

Festival with a sincere thank you to each donor who 
gave big or small and every volunteer who worked for 
one hour or tirelessly for days, weeks or months--for 
all your time, energy, efforts, gifts, abilities, hard 
work, donations and prayers--please accept the thanks 

  .yllanosrep su dna ytinummoc ruoy fo noitaicerppa dna
We will see you once again next year!!

With the sincerest of gratitude,

Michael Psyllos, Peter Stavrinos, Chris Neocleous, 
Oscar Michelen, John Halkias & Michael Kavourias
2015 Festival Co-Chairs & Vice Chairs

On a sunny and brisk Saturday fall morning, runners 

and walkers of all ages participated in our 8th Annual 

5K Walk/Run.  The friends and families of AMC and the 

Tom Zangas Memorial Lung Cancer Foundation had a 

wonderful time as they traversed through Bar Beach 

Park and along the boardwalk overlooking the scenic 

Hempstead Harbor and Long Island Sound.  The event 

Architectural Award

Congratulations to Norman Glavas, AIA, of Nor-
man Glavas Architects, and Harry Nicolaides, 
AIA, of N2Design & Architecture, PC, who were 
recently awarded the prestigious Archi Award for 
the beautiful design of the Archangel Michael 
Church.  This annual award was presented by the 
Long Island Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects (A.I.A.) in recognition of “Outstanding 
Achievement In The Institutional Category”.

The Committee would like to thank the many volunteers 

from Manhasset High School who guided the participants 

through the course.  In addition, we are forever grateful 

to Bargain Printing/Ioannou Family, Apple Tree 

Market/Mamais Family, and Group 113/George Tsiatis, 

for their continuing support each and every year.  We are 

especially grateful to the numerous sponsors of both AMC 

and the Foundation for their generous donations and 

support.



News & Events
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Architectural Award (cont’d)

35th Anniversary Dinner Dance

The Archangel Michael Church 35th Anniversary Din-
ner Dance was held on November 13, 2015 at the Jeri-
cho Terrace. Over 200 parishioners, family and friends 
gathered together in fellowship on this memorable oc-
casion as they enjoyed delicious food and danced the 
night away to music provided by The Power Station 
Orchestra. A beautiful Christmas ornament was given 
to each family as a momento of our anniversary.

Following the invocation by Fr. Dennis and Fr. Nikolas, 
Parish Council President Michael Cavounis welcomed 
the guests and invited them to view a beautifully made 
short documentary highlighting the Consecration of 
the Archangel Michael Church.

The Hellenic Thread Award was then presented to the 
2015 honorees, Andreas Modenos, Peter Stavrinos and 
Zoe Zollo. The Hellenic Thread Award was established 

made by previous generations. The threads that weave 
the fabric of our unity in faith and purpose are strong, 
vibrant and unequivocally challenging.  The award is 

the Archangel Michael Church and Community.

Recalling the Capital Campaign slogan “It Takes Team

-work To Make The Dream Work,” the design of our ar
-

chitects has become a reality through the hard work 
and cooperation of all who comprise The Archangel 
Michael Church.

Fr. Dennis Strouzas, Peter Stavrinos, Zoe Zollo, 
Fr. Nikolas Karloutsos, Andreas Modenos

Norman Glavas, Harry Nicolaides, Joe Iannucci (President, Long Island AIA)
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Special thanks to the Gala Chairs, Barbara Thermos, 
Alexandra Kapetanos and Emily Kavourias; to the Res-
ervation Committee, Bessie Ziozis, Irene Dellis, Geor-

staff, Dora Gouramanis, Sandra Anagnostos and Cath-
erine Papagianakis, for their months of hard work in 
preparation for this wonderful evening.

community life photos

Alexandra Kapetanos, Emily Kavourias, 
Barbara Thermos

FEED THE HUNGRY

Philoptochos continues its Feed the Hungry 
outreach in January!  All are welcome to 
help make sandwiches on Monday, 1/18 

(MLK day) at 11:00am and again on 
Sunday, 1/31 after coffee hour, 

in the AMC kitchen!  Details to follow. 



Community Life Photos
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Community Life Photos
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Community Life Photos
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SatMon Tues Wed Thu FriSun

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24/31 25 26

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

January Calendar 2016

1 2

27 28 29 30

Matins 8:30a

Divine Liturgy 9:30a

GOYA Meeting 
& Vasilopita

Liturgy - St. John 
The Baptist
9:30a
 

Matins  8:30a

Divine Liturgy  9:30a

Philoptochos 
Vasilopita

Inter GOYA 
meeting@ 
St. Paul's 
Hempstead

Challenge Liturgy
10:30a

Matins 8:30a

Divine Liturgy 9:30a

Preschool 
Closed

Liturgy - 
Epiphany and 
Blessings of the 
Waters 9:30a

BYC Rehearsal
7:30p

Preschool
Resumes

Philoptochos
Meeting 7:30p

Greek School
Resumes

Vesperal Liturgy 
- Pre-Epiphany
 Liturgy 7:30p

Camp Saint Paul 
Reunion - Church 
of Our Savior, Rye

InterGOYA 
Ski Trip

InterGOYA 
Ski Trip

InterGOYA 
Ski Trip

No Sunday School

Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Preschool 
Closed

INN Sandwich
Making at AMC
11a

Greek School 
Midterms

Greek School 
Midterms

Greek School
Glendi 7:00p

CPR/AED Class
9:00a

Matins  8:30a

Divine Liturgy  
9:30a

Steward-
ship 
Sunday

Matins  
8:30a

Divine 
Liturgy  
9:30a

BYC Rehearsal
7:30p

Liturgy - 
The Three Hierarchs
9:30a

INN Sandwich
Making at AMC
12p



SatMon Tues Wed Thu FriSun

3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 26

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

February Calendar 2016

1 2

27

28 29

25

No Sunday School

Matins  8:30a

Divine Liturgy  9:30a

Matins  8:30a

Divine Liturgy  9:30a

Philoptochos Meeting
12p

Youth Choir Theatre
Trip

Philoptochos Go Red 
for Heart Health

Matins  8:30a

Divine Liturgy  9:30a

Matins  8:30a

Divine Liturgy  9:30a

Liturgy - 
Presentation
Of Our Lord
9:30a

BYC Rehearsal
7:30p

Liturgy - 

St. Haralambos 

- Chapel 9:30a

President's 
Day-Office Closed

BYC Rehearsal
7:30p

Youth Choir & 
Philoptochos 
Visit St. Michaels's
Home

Fellowship Night
7pm

Winter Recess-
Preschool and 
Greek School Closed

Challenge Liturgy
10:30a
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PHILLIPS BROKERAGE, INC.

LOW COST
AUTO-HOMEOWNERS

BUSINESS

CHRISTOPHER DRITSAS
Principal
Insurance Broker
cdritsas@phillipsbrokerage.com

VISIT US AT OUR NEW LOCATION
180 MAIN ST

PORT WASHINGTON, NY 11750
TELELPHONE (516) 489-9800

FAX (516) 489-0266

3819 24th Street, LIC, NY 11101

Tel 877. 624. 8110 | Fax 212. 244.1809   

   info@bargainprinting.com
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Archangel Michael 
Greek Orthodox Church
100 Fairway Drive
Port Washington, NY 11050

Friday, the twenty second of January 2016

RSVP to GSPTA@archangelmichaelchurch.org

mailto:gspta@archangelmichaelchurch.org

